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PREFATORY NOTE. 


As the title page indicates, the following Shoet Papers are 
compilations The English works which seemed best fitted 
to assist “ Seekers after Trnth” in their search, have been 
consnlted, and extracts made Little more has been done by 
the compilei than to link them together by some remarks 
The reader has thns placed before him, in brief compass, what 
eminent men have thonght on several important points 
Some of the “ Papers” have been issned separately , others 
will be found in the Indian Studenfs Manual, but generally 
they have been revised and enlarged It is also moie conveni- 
ent to have them together 

From want of space, subjects are treated very imperfectly 
The reader is earnestly recommended to obtain and study the 
works mentioned in different Papers, and of which a summary 
IS given on the last page of the wrapper 
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SHORT PAPERS 


FOIw 

SEEKERS AFTER TRUTH. 

I. — lMPonTAi.CE OF Religion. 

About tlireo hundred ycais ago, a young man came 
to a distinguished Universitj’^ in Europe to study law 
His long-oherishcd desire was at last gratided He 
possessed considerable talents, and commenced his 
studies with bright hopes 

Soon afterwards, the student called on a good old 
man, w'ho devoted his life to the benefit of the people 
among whom he lived The young man told him 
that ho had come to the Univcrstiy on account of its 
great fame, and that he intended to spaie no pains 
or labour to get througb his studies ns quickly as 
possible 

The good old man listened with great patience and 
then said — 

“ Well, and when you have got through your course 
of studies, what do yon mean to do ?” 

“Then I shall take my dogiee,” answered the 
young man 

** And then ?” asked his venerable fnend 

** And then,^’ continued the youth, ** I shall have a 
number of difficult questions to manage, shall catch 
people’s notice by my eloquence, my zeal, my learning, 
my acuteness, and gam a great reputation ” 

And then repeated the good man 

"And then,” replied the young student, "why 
there cannot be a question I shall be promoted to 
some high office Besides, I shall make money and 
grow rich.” 

" And then ?” continued the old man 
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“And then,” added the youDg ]aw3’ei, “then I 
shall be comfoitably and honouiably ‘•ettled in wealth 
and dignity ” 

“ And then asked bis fnend 
“ And then,” said the youth, “ and then — and then 
—then I shall die ” 

Hear the good old inan mised his voice “ and 
WHAT THEN Wheieupon the yonng man made no 
answei, but cast down his head, and went away 
The last And then” had, like lightning, pieiced 
his soul, and he could not get rid of it The student> 
instead of devoting his life to the puisuit of the pleas- 
ures and honouis of this world, sought to promote 
the gloiy of God and the good of his country 
There is a Latin pioverb, “Look to the end Do 
not deceive yourself Follow out eveiy plan and pur- 
pose to its ultimate teimination and inquire, “ Wluit 
then ?” Do not lest in uncertainties Watch the end 
See to it that that end be blessedness and peace 
An end will come — ^youth and beauty, miith and 
joy, fame and honoui, wealth and pomp, life and 
health, time and opportunity, all must pass awav> and 
“ W/wiU/ien?” ^ 

Aftei the joys of earth, 

After its songs of mirth, 

After its hoars of light, 

After its dreams so bright,— 

What then P 
Only an empty name , 

Only a weaiy frame , » 

Only a ceaseless smart , 

Only an aching heart 
After this empty name, 

Aftei this nenly frame, 

Aftei this conscious smait, 

Aftei this aching heart, — 

Whut then 

Oiilj a sad fai ewell , 

To a world loied too well 
Only a silent bed ’ 

With the forgotten dead, 
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After this sad faiewell 
To a world loved too well 
Aftei this silent bed 
With the fot gotten dend — 

What then ? 

Oh, then — the ludgment tin one ' 

Oh, then — the Inst hope gone' 

Oh, then — the day of wrath ' 

Oh, then — the second death ' 

The search for happiness in earthly things has been 
well compared to the pursuit of the mu age A trav- 
lOllei over a tiaokless waste of burning sand, is tor- 
mented by thirst Suddenly he sees befoie him a 
lai ge lake , its hanks aie ftmged with gioves of palms, 
and it is studded with islets of refieshing green En- 
couraged by the prospect, he pi esses forward, eagei 
to quench his thirst Bat the lake lecedes as he 
approaches it Again and again does he advance, 
bat again and again does the ob]ect retire , until at 
length, utterly e-vhausted, he sinks in despair on the 
sand, discovering that he has been chasing the mirage 
of the desert 

But though the pleasuies of this woild me decep- 
tive, there is a fountain of living watei whicii cau 
quench man^s thiist 

Tennyson has inscribed one of his finest poems, “ In 
Memonam,” to Arthai H Hallatn, son of the histo- 
rian This gifted young man was suddenly lemoved by 
death The following was found among lus papers — 

“ Lord, I have viewed this world o ver, in which Thou hast set 
me I have ti led how this and that thing will fit my spirit, and 
the design of my creation, and can find nothing on which 
to rest, for nothing hei e doth itself rest , but such things as 
plen<ie Ine for a while m some degree, vanish and flee away as 
shadows from hoforo me Lo ' I come to Thee — the Eternal 
Being — the Spnng of Life — the Centre of Rest — the Stay of 
the Creation — the Fulness of nil things I 30m myself to 
Thee , with Thee I will lead my life and spend my days, with 
whom 1 am to dwell for over, expecting, when my little time 
IS over, to be taken up into Thme own eternity ” 

Even foi this life, the influence of true religion is 
most important as a lestraint against vice 
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A Eoman poet, a profligate, says witli great truth. 
" I see and approve of better things, but I follow those 
that are worse ” So, alas 1 it is with multitudes Men, 
generally speaking, know what is right, but they yield 
to the temptation to do wiong What they lequire is 
a motive powerful enough to enable them to resist 
There are several considerations prompting to vir- 
tuous conduct A desiie to please parents and other 
lelahons often exercises a beneficial influence , the 
ruinous consequences of immorality are another check , 
the still small voice of conscience, until it is silenced 
by repeated neglect, protests against a life of sin But 
aU these motives, while valuable in their place, are of 
themselves insufBcient There aie some vices so com- 
mon in India, that they meet with no reprobation from 
public opinion There is also the hope of conceal- 
ment, — “No eye shall see me ” Besides, sensual in- 
dulgence at last renders a man incapable of resistance. 
He will pursue his downward course in spite of every 
argument or entreaty. 

Of all the motives which can be brought to bear 
upon man, leligion is the highest and most enduiing 
Other consideiations affect time , this reaches to eter- 
nity To realize continually the presence of God our 
Heavenly Father, is a most powerful safeguard against 
sin We can go to Him in all our tiials and tempta- 
tions , we can heai Him saymg to us, “ Son, thou art 
ever with me , I will never leave thee , continue thou 
in my love ” 

Eehgion is frequently the only source of true con- 
solation 

Man needs a religion In youth, in the time of 
prospei ity, the thoughts of God, of death and a future 
state, may be distasteful, and tlie woild may be con- 
sideied sufiScient to satisfy the desiies But a change 
will take place m all The daik clouds of affliction 
will oveicast the sky, nealtli may taka tn itself wings 
and fly away , the coveted office may uot be gamed , 
health, the absence of which embitters eveiy earthly 
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pleasiue, uia } be biokeu, loved ones may be lemoved 
' by death, and, sooner or later, tbe inexorable summons 
■will leacb ourselves 

Under trials like the above, oui deniest eaitbly 
friends will piove "miserable comforteis, physicians 
of no value " Bub true religion can support us undei 
the most trying cucumstances and cast a glea'm of 
light acioss the daik nvei of death 

Seek religion non Pondei the solemn question 
asked by tlic gi eat Teachei “ What shall it profit 
a man, if ho shall gain the whole world, and lose his 
on 11 soul ’ Oi what shall a man give m exchange for 
his soul 

Shall this life of mine bo wasted P 
Shall this Tinoyord he imtiUod P 
Shull true ]oy pass bj unlastod, 

And this soni remain unfilled P 

Shall the God>gncn iionib be scattered 
Like the leaves upon ( ho plam P 
Slrnll the blossoms he iinwatcicd 
tlio drops of hcnienly ram •* 

Shall this heart still spend its treasures 
On the things that fodo and die P 
Shall it coni t the hollow pleasures 
Of hoivildonng vanity P 

Shall these feet of mine, delating, 

Still III wn}S of sin be found, 

Braving snares, and madly 8 tra 3 ]ng 
On the w Olid’s bewitching ground P 

No, 1 was not born to trifle 
Life away m dreams or sin ’ 

No, I must not, dare not stiflo 
Longings such as tlicso witbui 

Swiftly moving, upward, onward. 

Let my soul m faith bo bomo ' 

Calmly gazing, skyward, sunward, 

Let my cyo nnsbnnking turn I 

Then no longer idly dreaming, 

Shall I fling my years away , 

But, each precious hour i edeoming, 

"Wait for tho eternal day 1 


Bonati 
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II — ^Thi, Seaech after Religious Truth 

Feisons who have no fixed lehgious opiuions are 
fond of quoting Pope’s lines — 

“ Foi modes of faith let gmccless zealots fight , 

He can’t be wrong whose life is in the right” 

A uioie recent foim of expiessing the same senti- 
ment IS, " we want hfey not dogmas ” It is true that 
lb IS disgusting bo see a man who holds the purest »nd 
noblest religious -creed, bnt who is selfish and incon- 
sisteut in his conduct That man’s religion is vinn 
On the other hand, the life of a man who entertains 
false religions opinions on vital points, cannot possibly 
be ngbt He may, indeed, be benevolent and respect- 
able as a citizen j but, take his conduct as a whole, 
view him with legard to Ood as well as man, and his 
life mtisi he wrong The asseition, “It is no matter 
what a man believes, if his life is light,” is just as 
true as it would be to say, “ It is no matter whether we 
tak^ poison or food, provided we are healthy ” It is 
not all the same whethei you believe the truth or 
believe a he It exerts a considerable influence upon 
your conduct, and it is your duty most earnestly to 
seaich. What is truth <’ 

All truth IS valuable in its place , bnt right belief 
IS of importance m propoition to the greatness of the 
object to which it relates Of all truth, religious tnith 
is, theiefoie, of the utmost consequence 

Beligions Indifference — ^Many persons are absoi bed 
with the piesent, and take no thought of the futuje 
endless state of existence to which they may, at any 
moment, be summoned The folly of such conduct is 
thus shown by Pascal, a distinguished French wiitei — 

“I know not who has sent me into the world, noi 
what the world is, noi wliat I myself am All that I 
know is that I must soon die, but what I know least 
of all IS this death which I cannot escape 

As I know not whence I come, so neither know I 
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vrhither I go I only kuoTr that on leaving this woi Id, 
I fill for evei into nothingness, or into the hands of 
im angry God, mthont knowing whether of these two 
conditions is to he my lot for eternity Behold my 
state, full of misery, of weakness, of darkness ’ And 
from all tins I conclnde that I am to pass all the days 
of m\ life without caring to inquire what is to befall 
me Perhaps I might find some enlightenment in my 
doubts but I will not take the trouble, or lift my foot 
to seek it And then, treating with contempt those 
who shall burden themselves with this care, I shall go, 
without foresight and without fear, to try so great an 
issne, and allow myself to bo led softly to death, in 
uncertainty of the eternity of my future condition ” 
Wrong Modes of Search — ^There ore some persons 
who, when they inquire into a religion, take up some 
isolated points, and confining their attention to them, 
demand an explanation, orthe} i eject the whole system 
In deciding a moral question, however, it is necessary 
to investigate the evidence on both sides While there 
may bo difficulties, perhaps inexplicable, on one side, 
there may be still greater difficulties on the other 
In judging of a man’s character, we do not consider 
simply one or two actions, we look more to the whole 
tenor of his life Buddhists point to the evil in the 
world, and therefore deny the existence of a Creator 
Most men, however, while admitting the existence of 
evil to be above onr comprehension, consider that the 
proofs on the other side arc so nnmeious and power- 
ful, that they believe in n Creator 

It IS not unusual for an inquirer into Christianity to 
begin with an examination of the doctnne of the Trin- 
ity He says, “Explain this or I must reject the 
religion , I cannot believe what I do not understand ” 
Tlie creed of the man who does not believe what he 
docs not understand, must be exceedingly short 
“ Hume himself,” says Goldwm Smith, “emphatically 
speaks of the world as a mystery ” We cannot explain 
how a blade of grass glows beneath oni feet , we can- 
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not explain oui selves, we are infinitely less able to 

explain the nature of God. 

I'bei e 18 nothing deep without mystery bir William 
Hamilton has lemarked, "Ho difficulty emerges in 
Theology which had not previously emerged in Philoso- 
phy " John Stuart Mill says, " The Christian religion 
IS open to no oh]ecbions either moral or intellectual, 
winch do uotapply at lew it equally to the common theoiy 
of Deism ” 

Auobiiei hiiidiance t" ariiving at religious tiuth is 
a wioug idea of the evidence to be expected. It is a 
proposition in geometi n , that the angles contained in 
any tiiangle, aie togetlier equal to two light angles. 
This IS established by i easoning which commands the 
assent of eveiy person who nnderstands the statement 
of the process But many truths aie incapable of 
demonstration like mathematical pioblems Suppose 
a proof should be demanded that theie was such a 
man as Alexander the Great "A variety of facts 
are adduced in evidence, which separately rest on 
diffeienb authorities, and some of which have more and 
some have less weight, when taken by themselves, 
bnt all together, they prove that such a person did 
exist beyond a question, though not beyond the con- 
ceivable possibility that the contrary should be true 
This 18 probable, oi moral, reasoning Prom the 
natui e of the case, a given amount of moral evidence 
may produce veiy diffeient degrees of conviction in 
the minds of diffeient persons ” 

In the seaich aftei religions truth, several qualifica- 
tious aie nece'ssaiy I’he absence of any of them will 
defeat the aim 

Earnestness — There aie some men who although 
nob quite indifierent to religion, show no earnest 
spint of inquiry, and are content to remain perpetual 
d.oubtei s 

Suppose you saw a faimer sitting quietly in his 
hou>-e with folded hands, in the midst of seed-time 
You ask him why lie is not busy in his fields. The 
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reply ts, that he has not vet detei rained what kind 
o£ giam IS best adapted to his soil Suppose you 
knew a man who all his life was in doubt what pro- 
fession CO choose You would surely think that these 
men had lost their senses But fai greater is the 
folly of the man who is content to remain without 
settled news about leligion 

Earnestness is necessary to success even in common, 
life It 18 only the earnest student who gams Uni- 
versity honours , it is only the diligent man who 
becomes rich Much more is earnestness needful in 
religion The loyal Hebrew moralist said that wis- 
dom will be found, '' if thou seekest for her as silver, 
and searchest for her as for hid treasures ** A gi eater 
than Solomon gave the warning, Stnve to entei in 
at the strait gate , for many I say unto you shall 
seek to enter, and shall not be able This implies a 
diligent use of the means of arriving at the truth . 
mere wishing is not enough 
Humility —One of the besetting sins of the piesent 
day 18 intellectual pride Such a spirit is very un- 
favourable to leligious inquiry "A scorn er seeketh 

wisdom and findeth it not ” “ The meek will God 

teach his way " Jesus Christ said, “ Except ye be 
converted, and become as little children, ye shall not 
enter the kingdom of heaven ” The Bible, however, 
does not forbid careful examination The Apostle Paul 
writes, “ I speak as unto wise men , judge ye what I 
say ” But theie must be a humble, teachable spirit 
Prayerfulness —Last centuiy a young man went to 
a celebiated preacher in London, saying that his mind 
was sorely pei plexed with some things in the Bible 
which be could not understand Before I bear your 
difficulties,” said tbe pieacbei, ** let me ask you one 
thing, did yon take them in bumble piayei to God 
befoie you came to me ?” With a natuial sliairf*, the 
young man confessed that he had not " 'J'lieii,** 
replied the preaohei, f must decline to hem jou 
Prayer is one of the fiist duties of natural religion ; 
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and he who lives in neglecb of that must not expect to 
solve the diflSoalties of a i eligion that is revealed 
Dr Kay, £oi merly of Calcutta, gave the following 
advice to intelligent Hindus — 

You and all your countrymen who are worth 
listening to on such a subject, acknowledge that spirit- 
ual light and the knowledge of Cod must come £i om 
Himself, the one Supreme The Mussulmans say the 
same , and we Christians, above all others, affirm it 
Then if you are really in earnest, if yon aie honest, 
you see what you must do You must go and endea- 
voui to pray thus 0 alUvnso, alUmerciful God and 
JPathei , pour the bright beams of Thy Ivjld ^nto my 
soul, and guide me mto Thy eternal truth 
Acting' up to the Light possessed, or Obeying Consci- 
ence —This IS a rule of the utmost consequence. The 
life we lead has a great effect upon our belief Suppose 
a man wishes to follow the bent of hia passions, he 
■will uncousoiously try to persuade himself that there 
is no future state, or at least that ho will be dealt with 
veiy leniently Belief may be similarly affected by 
.other feelings, even when poisons lead moial lives 
Man IS naturally pioud , he has an aveision to spiritnal 
truth , he may theiefore fail to see facts which stare 
him in the face, or he may draw conclusions which are 
grossly incorrect The gieat Teacher says, This is 
the condemnation, that light is 'corae into the world, 
and men love darkness rathei than light, because 
then deeds are evil ‘^How can ye believe who 
receive hononi one of anothei, and seek not the 
honour which cometh fiom God only ?” 

Some farther explanation may be given of what 
is here urged You believe that there is only one 
God Your conscience tells you that He must be a 
benevolent holy Being You acknowledge Him to 
be your Father in heaven If so, He justly claims a 
Fathei s love and respect A. dutiful child loves an 
earthly fathei , he goes to him with all his wants and 
difficulties , he follows his guidance , he avoids what- 
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ever vould be displeasing to liim Do 3 on iitt in tbis 
wa} toward youi llea^enl3 Fatliei ? Do yon live at> in. 
His constant piesence ? Do 3011 love to make known 
yom wants to Him in prayei ? Do you seek to please 
Him in all things ? 

The above is a co 7 idition of success in the search 
Without it, all else is vain 

Possible Trials.— Sir William Mini, addiessing 
some Calcutta students, tbus warned them of •'Ome 
of the difficnltie*! thev noiila meet in seeking to 
arrive at religions inith — 

^*1 am well awnie that in the se 11 ch you will pioba- 
bly have to pii'^s through a land of doubt and dark- 
ness The indent land-marks to which you have 
been used to look up as the beacoiis that would guide 
30U all youi life tbiongb, innj peihaps vanish fiom 
yonr sight, and you will be left to grope foi joui way in 
peiplevitj' and doubt, and yet, I can only wish for all 
of you that you may enter into it, if haply tlieieby \ou 
may emerge into a betlei light than 3011 now possess 

‘^To any who may endure this experience, and find 
themselves enveloped in thick dnikness, not knowing 
where to turn, I would offei two admonitions bj way 
of caution 

"Howevci daik and confused the elements may be 
about you, bold hi mly by those grand principles of 
morality and viitno which nro inculcated upon jou 
here Undoi the pretext of hbertj, of advanced 
thought, and of an enlightened faith, (ho teraptatiou 
will come to you of latitudmanan Ethics and a lax 
code of Morals Ee3ect the temptation , it is but a 
meretricious blandishment, a Syren smile alluring j ou 
to ruin Reject every proposal that would confound 
the eternal obligations of Eight and Wrong, of Yiitue 
and Vice use hardness as good soldiers practise 
self-denial And thus, howevei dnik the night, 30U 
will at least be Ea^ ed from sinking in the quagmire of 
materialism and sensuality 

Bui this IS not enough A highei help is needed , 
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and m your daikesfc boor a Friend is near at hand 
ready to help 

''I romomher a very good and very learned man 
telling mo that, in a season of illness, the idea of the 
evistenco of all created things passed away from 
him, his mind became blank, there was nothing bo 
could lay hold of Yes, there was one idea loft, it 
was that of his Maker ns his father To this he 
clung, and Ins poor dark mind had peace and lOst 

“ And so do you, my deary oung friends If you enter 
a land of doubt and thick darkness, — tho very ground 
sinking beneath youi foot, tho staff on which jou had 
leant, and hoped to lean safely all your life crurablingin 
your hand, — remember that He, youi God and Fathei, 
is near to you, not impassive oi unmindful of jon ; 
but leady to afford yon aid, if you will duly seek it 
Ho has told us that He is * nigh unto all them that call 
upon Him, to all that call upon Him in truth ’ Kc- 
member this condition, it must bo * tn truth* that you 
seek His aid, with tho earnest and sincere lesolvc to 
follow His guidance whithersoever it will lead you 

“When you walk in darkness, and there is no light," 
make him youi refuge Thus will light spiing up 
Peace will loturn You will again walk on sure and 
firm giound~aye, far snrci and firmer than any 
ground you ever trod npon befoie 

In tho following Papeis on Heligious Truth, an effort 
is made to begin with fiist pnnciples, which commend 
themselves to tho judgment of all enlightened men 
The conclusions to be drawn from them, and the 
course of conduct which they indicate, aro after- 
wards considered. 


• See Prayers m Appendix for Earnestness in Ecligiou and for Liglil 
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TATHEE, LEAD ON’ 

My Eatlier God, load on 1 
Calmly I follo-vr whore Thy guiding hand 
Directs my steps I would not trembling stand, 

Thongh all before the way 
Is dark as n^ht I stay 
My soul on Thee, and say 

Father, I trust Thy love, lead on 

Just as Thou wilt lead on ' 

For I am as a child, and know not how 
To tread the starless path whose windings now 
Lie hid fiom mortal ken 
Although I know not when 
Sweet day will dawn again, 

Fother, I wait Thy will lead on 

I ask not why lead on ! 

Mislead Thou canst not Though through days of grief 
And nights of anguish, pangs without relief, 

Or fears that would o’erthrou 
My faith. Thou bidst mo go, 

Thy changeless love, I know, 

Father, my soul will keep lead on 

With Thee is light lead on ' 

When dark and chill at eve the night-mists fall, 
O'erhanging all things like a dismal pall, 

The gloom, with dawn, hath fled , 

So, though ’mid shades I tread, 

The dayspnng o’er my head. 

Father, from Thee shall break lead on 

Thy way is peace lead on ’ 

Made heir of all things, I were yet unblest 
Didst Thou not dwell with me and make me lest 
Soneath the bi oodmg wing 
That Thou dost o'er mo fling. 

Till Thou Thyself shalt bring, 

Father, my spirit homo lead on 

Thou givest strength lead on 1 
I cannot sink while Thy right hand upholds, 

Nor comfort lack while Thy kind arm enfolds 
Through all my soul I feel 
A healing^influence steal. 

While at xhy feet I kneel, 

’ Father, in lowly trust lead on 

2 
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'Tvrill soon be o*ot lend on I 
Loft nil behjnd, earth’s licnrt>achcs then slinll seem 
E’en ns the memories of n vnnislicd dream , 

And when of gnefs nnd tears 
nie golden fnut appears, 

Amul the eternal years, 

Father, all thanks bo Thino ’ Lead on ' 

Rai Pawifu. 


in — ^T he Existence and Atteibotes op God 

The existence of God lies at the foundation of relig- 
ion To attain certainty on this point is one of tlio 
fiist duties of a seeker aftei truth. 

Atlieism incapable of Proof, — An atheist' (from a, 
Without, and theos^ god) is one who dcnic<; the existence 
of God The folly of such an assertion is thus shown 
by Eostei, the English Essayist — 

“I will imagine only one case more, on winch jou 
would emphatically expiess your compassion, though 
for one of the most daring bemga in cioatiou, — a cou- 
iemner of God, who explodes his laws by denying Ins 
existence Surely, the creature that thus lifts his 
voice was not as yesterday a little child, that would 
tremble and cry out at the appioach of a diminutive 
reptile ? 

** But, indeed, it is heioisin no longer, if ho hww that 
there is no God Tho wonder then turns on tho great 
process by which a man could giow to the immense 
intelligence which can know that thero is no God 
What ages and what lights are lequisite for* this 
attainment! This intelligence involves tho veiyattri- 
hntes of Divinity, while a God is domed For unless 
this man is omnipieseut, unless ho is at this moment 
in every place jn the universe, he cannot know but 
there may bo in some place manifestations of a De'ity, 
by which even he would be overpowered If he dws 
not know absolutely every agent m the universe, tll^ 
one that he does not know may be God. If be is nw 
himself the chief ageni m the universe, and does no® 
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know what is so, that which is so ranj be Gh)d If he 
is not in nb<;olute possession of all the propositions that 
constitute universal truth, the one which he wants 
may be, that there is a God If he cannot with cer- 
tainty assign the cause of all that he perceives to exist, 
that cause may be a God If he does not know every 
thing that has been done in the unmeasurable ages 
that are past, some thinss may have been done by a 
God Thus, unless he knows all things, that is, pre- 
cludes all other Divine existence bv being Deity him- 
self, he cannot know that the Being whoso existence 
he rejects does not exist But he must Inotc that he 
does not exist, else he de‘«erves cqiiol contempt and 
compaosioti for the temerity with which he firmly 
avowa his rejection and acts accordingly 
Agnosticism — A few men still call themsehes 
atheists Foster has shown that to deny the existence 
of God, requires the asserlor to bo at once omnipresent 
and ommsciont Dnbehevers, of intelligence, now 
profess only agnosticism This word (from a, without, 
and pnosi«s, knowledge) implies with some that no proof 
has been hitherto adduced snfiicicnt to warrant their 
belief in the existence of God Practically, they are 
atheists They live as if there w*as no God, and didn*t 
care whether there was one or not Generally, how- 
ever, agnosticism denotes the belief that God is vn~ 
hnoicahlc, and therefore we need not trouble ourselves 
about Bim 

It is perfectly true that we cannot understand God 
fiiUy “ Canst then, by searching, find out God ^ 
Caust tbon fiud out the Almighty unto perfection ? It 
IS high as heaven , what ennst thou do ? Deeper than 
bell , what canst thou know V’ 

It IS admitted that God is nnknoiiable to us in His 
cssenee, or the nature of His being Our own essence 
is incompiebcDbible even to onrsehes. But God is 
hnoicahlc, to some extent, in His character, and our 
duly to Bun 

The sovereign of a mighty empire, pre-eminent for 
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Wisdom, may have a child two years old Though 
tho child IS incapable of understanding his father’s 
government, ho can know him, love him, and obey 
him as far as Ins faculties permit So may we with 
God 

As has been well remarked, “ The real contention 
of the agnostics, howG\ ei it may be disguised, is that 
any knowledge of God is impossible, and that there 
IS nothing in heaven oi eaitli mikoown to their philo- 
sophy” They think that no one can acquit c anj 
knowledge which they do not possess And not only 
so They practical!}' chum to have measured tho 
power of the Unhioibahlo Even savages may com- 
municate with each other, but according to the agnos- 
tics, the Unknowable cannot i eveal His will to man 
Proofs op the Existence op God — A few of these 
will now be stated 

1 The Ifeed of a Great First Canse> — Tho agnostic 
Herbert Spencer says, " The existence of a Orst cause 
of the universe is a necessity of thought.” 

If ever there had been no existence, there would bo 
no existence still Nothing cannot make something. 
Hence, soniothng has alivays cru,tcd. O’hnt which is 
unconscious and unintelligent cannot will, and cannot 
act intelligently Unconscious and unintelligent 
particles of mattei could uevei ariango themseUcs into 
a universe so wonderful as the present That which 
has not life cannot give life , that which cannot think 
cannot form beings with reason The eternal self- 
existent First Cause inust,theiefoie, be conscious nnd 
intelligent The acts of a mind prove tho existence of 
a mind , and a mind proves a person 
There is therefore a Solf-existent, Eternal, Personal 
Being, whom wise men reveience nnd call God 
When it is said that God made all things, it is some- 
times asked. Who made God ? This is thought to bo 
a proof that there is no Creator. The folly of such art 
, argument can easily be shown by taking a similar 
wSe A person says that a watch must have beem 
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made by some \nse man An objector asbs, "Wbo 
made the man ’ Therefore the watch had no 
maker • 

Buddhists consider that beings are formed by merit 
and dement This does not explain the origin of things 
Creatnrt‘S most have existed end acted before there 
could be merit and dement As well might it be said 
that a hen was produced from its own egg 

Row siys, hare heard it urged, that we must 
give an account of the ongin of this first canse But if 
this first caU'-e could be conceived of as itself caused, 
it would cease to be a fiist canse, and so we should 
have to give an account of the origin of this cause, and 
then of its cause, until we arrhed at a first cause, 
which itself uncaused 

2 The Argmnent from Design —"Wherever we see 
order and means intended to accomplish some end, we 
are certain that they must have originated in the 
action of an intelligent being. 

If on landing on an island, apparently desert and 
nninhahited, mathematical figures were seen traced 
on the sand, it would at once be inferred that some 
person had been there the figures could not have come 
by chance Suppose that on exploring the island 
further we found a palace, without a human being, but 
completely fnrnished with every necessary for the 
want of man what would be the conclusion ^ '' Every 
bouse IS bnilded by some man ” 

We know that stones, mortar, wood, and iron, with- 
out life or reason, could not have arranged themselves 
into a hoDSo We are certain, therefore, that the 
house must have had an intelligent builder. In like 
manner, we know that the world must have had a wise 
and powerful Creator 

Cicero, a celebrated Roman writer, says *' If a con- 
coarse of atoms can make a world, why not a porch, 
a temple, a house, a city, which are works of less 
labour and difficulty 

In a fine building, each stone is made of a particn- 
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lar shape to suit its futuie position Chemistry tells 
us, that the whole nniveise is composed of atoms so 
excessively small that they cannot be seen It farther 
shows that each atom is, as it weie, cast m a fixed 
mould, so that it will unite with others only in certain 
proportions The very atoms, therefore, afford irre- 
sistible proof that they were fashioned by the great 
Architect of nature. 

The reader may have seen a Chubb-lock The loch 
itself IS very curious, and only one key will open it 
Can it be imagined that a Ohnbb-lock and key were 
formed by blind chance ? Bat there are combmations 
in nature infinitely more wonderful Only one or twc 
can be noticed 

" The adjustments oE the eye,” says Row, “are of the mosi 
complicated character Soien^Sc men, when they describe 
them, are at a loss for language to express their admiration o 
them Sight is the result of the combined action of it< 
vnnous parts If any one of them bad been different fron 
what it 18, sight would have been oitber impossible or impor 
feet But, further, by their modification, the power of sigh 
IS adapted to the particular circumstances of each order o 
animal The ear is perhaps a more marvellous example o 
such combinations even than the eye, wonderful as it is T< 
lender the hearing of articulate sounds possible, two comph 
bated organs are necessai j , each of which is separate from th< 
othei, VIZ , the ear itself and that marvellously complicatet 
instrument, the mouth, composed of the throat, the larynx 
and the lungs, which by their combined action produce thi 
human voice Boob of these consists of a number of parts o 
the most complicated delicacy, which are mutually adaptet 
to each other, and if in any particular point the adjnstmen 
failed, the result would bo marred But what I ask yoi 
specially to observe is, that not only have each of the parts o 
these separate organs to be adjusted together, but unless th( 
two organs were mutually adjusted, that is to say, the ear ant 
the organs which form the voice were precisely fitted to eacl 
othei , hearing would bo impossible Kor is this all In this 
particular case, the ear and the vocal power would exist in 
vain, unless the atmospheric air had been nicely adjusted to 
both Ask youi selves whether it is believable that such 

an effect can have resulted from the action of the blind forces 
of nature, unguided by intelligence But the whole animal 
Tume consists of a combination of similar adaptations of the 
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most marvellous complcvity, all nicely adjusted to tbemselves 
and to the entire organism, and in numbers passing all com- 
prehension Can ire refuse to refer them to the action of an 
intelligence adequate to have prodneed them?”* 

If a Designing Mind is denied, we are driven to the 
absurdity of supposing that all the wonderful anange- 
tnents ni Natine are the lesnltof chance As well 
might the origin of the Ratnayana he ascribed to 
shaking a large number of letters out of a bag, which 
grouped themselves into verses, the ndmu-ation of the 
world 

Young, an English poet, asks — 

Has matter more than motion P Has it thought. 
Judgment, and genius® Is it deeply learned 
In mathcniatics i’ Has it made such Laws, 

Wiich, but to guess, a Hewton made immortal ? 

If nrt to form , and counsel to conduct , 

And that with greater far than human skill, 

Resides not m each block, a Godhead reigns ” 

The word Kahirc is sometimes used to express a 
power, hnt to deny a personal agent A disbeliever 
in the existence of God was once asked how all things 
around ns were produced He replied, By Nature ” 
The question was then put, ** Wlmt is Nature ?” The 
answer was “ All around us ’’ So then”A7Z annind 
v<t produced nil nrowid -us f” 

Evohthon is also given as an explanation By this 
IS meant that nil plants and nnimnls that have ever 
lived on the earth hn\ e come from one simple form 
into w'liicli life uas fiist breathed Whether this is 
trne or false, it does not supersede the necessity of a 
Creator It makes no difference whether He acts in 
Nature eveiy moment oi at once contnved and ex- 
ecuted His own port in the plan of the world 

Design does not cease to bo design, because tbe De- 
signer, instead of dn ectly fi-aming plants and animals. 


• Paloy’s J^atural Theology contains mnny wonderful illustrations 

of design in nature A copy may bo obtained at tbo Depository of 
the Madras or Bombay Tract Society for 8 nnuns. 
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made fclie material in sucli a way and with such skill 
as to enable it in the coarse of ages to rnn itself, so to 
speak, into a myriad shapes of life and beauty 

Paley shows that if a watch were so constructed 
that it would produce other watches, this, instead of 
proving that it had no maker, would only enhance 
the idea of his skill Such an ariangement could not 
have been devised by unconscious matter In like 
manner, children are not born through the wisdom of 
their parents 

3 The general Consent of Mankind —It is true that 
in all ages of the world there have been some who 
have denied the existence of Grod , but compared with 
those who acknowledge it, they form a veiy small 
minority Although Buddhism is atheistic, or lather 
agnostic, the bulk of its piofessors, when asked, con- 
fess that there must be a Creator Cicero says, ** There 
IS no people so wild and savage as not to have believed 
in a G-od, even if they have been unacquainted with 
His nature ” ''This belief,'^ says Fleming, " can be 
traced back to the remotest times And it has nowhere 
disappeared So that it may be said that all me», in - 
all ages and m all •places, have had some knowledge 
and belief of Grod 

The opinions of some of the greatest men that have 
evei bved may be given 

Socrates, the wisest of the Grreeks, has an interest- 
ing dialogue in support of this truth Aristotle, a 
profound Greek philosopher, says, " Although invisi- 
ble to every mortal nature, God is yet manifested by 
His works ** 

Sir Isaac Newton has been called the " Prince of 
Mathematicians ” His Latin treatise. Pi incipia, treat- 
ing of the grand law by which the heavenly bodies are 
regulated in their movements, is considered the great- 
est work of the kind which has evei appeared His ' 
conclusion is as follows — 

"This most beautiful system of the sun, planets, and 
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comet*!, cowld only proceed from tho counsel nnd dominion of in 
intelligent nnd povreiful Being ” 

Sir William Thomson is one of the most distinguish- 
ed scientific men of the piesent day It was throngh 
him that tlie electric telegiaph cable was laid across 
the Atlantic Addiessing some of the most learned 
men in Km ope, he taid — 

Oicrponoring proof of intelligence nnd bcnorolcnt design 
ha«i nroniid us , nnd if oici perple*:ities nhether metaphysical 
or scientihc, tuiii ns nnnj from them for n time, they come 
back upon us viitb iriesistible foicc, showing to ns, through 
Katuic, the influence of a free will, nnd tcncbingus that oil 
lU ing beings depend upon the e\cr-nctmg Creator and Rulei ” 

4 The Testimony of Conscience —Wo all know 
the difference between right and wiong There is 
something within us which says, Yon ought , It is yom 
duty to do this , It is 3 our duty to foibeav from doing 
that If we fail to comply wnth its commands, it con- 
demns us, and we feel thnt wo deserve punishment 

This inornl faculty is called Conscience It speaks 
to man of a being in the universe who is the punisher 
of evil and the rewarder of virtue This being can be 
none other than the Cieator of the universe He must 
be both a moral nnd a peisonal being, tbo being in 
whom all obligation con ties, and the Author of that 
moral law which conscience pronounces to be light 
and good ^ 

Several othei arguments might be adduced, but the 
foiogoing, b)' tbemselves, are ovei whelming Then 
strength is to be measmed, not by each separately, but 
by then combined force 

It may bo asked, if tbe evidence is so convincing, 
why do some men continue at heists ^ 

One great difference between a bad and a good 
lawyer is, that the formoi cannot gi asp the whole of a 
case He dwells upon one small point, while he over- 

• Abridged from Eon On the ExieUnrc and Character of Ood, Pre- 
sent Day Tracis, No V This may bo oblninod, post free, foi 21 
annas, from tbo Siipcnntondout,Tract Depftt, Madras. 
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loots the most convincing argaments on the other side. 
So it IS with many atheists 

One objection to the existence oF a Creator is that 
some are born blind or lame Let this aignment be 
tested Two men are looking at a house in an unin- 
habited island One says, “ See that window , it is 
dark, and will not allow the light to pass thiongh 
Then, again, one of the pillars of the verandah is 
crooked This house cannot have been built by any 
oue ” The other replies, “ True, it may have these 
defects, and why they exist, I do not know Still, 
I am certain that the house had a builder So is it 
witb the house of the body, though an eye may some- 
times be blind or a limb crooked 

The argument amounts to this '\’\Tiatever we thiiik 
defective cannot have a Oieator We are much less 
able to judge of God’s wisdom and goodness in ci ca- 
tion than a young child is able to cnticise a railway 
engine or a steam-ship 

** It IS a fine observation of Plato in his Laws” says 
Fleming, “that atheism is a disease of the soul be- 
fore it becomes an error of the understanding ” The 
characteristics of the advocates of “ free-thought” 
are pride and self-conceit All who differ from them 
are complacently set down as eithei kuaves or fools 
There is no earnest inquiry among them If they 
were true “ seekers after God,” they would, in the 
end, certainly find Him As a rule, they take up 
their opinions hastily, and then try only to gather 
materials foi scoffing 

Colendge thus describes atheism — 

The owlet Atheism, 

Sailing on obscene wings across the moon, 

Drops his blne-fnngcd lids and shuts them close, 

And, hootmgat the glorions sun in Heaven, 

Ones out, “Where is it ?” 

While the study of woiks like those of Paley is 
strongly lecommended, the Rev W Miller, of Madras, 
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mentions in his Lectnres,* a shoiter method of being 
convinced of tbe existence of God — , 

*' Let ft man doroto his lifo to tho highest ends he knows 
of—lct him sock to express the highest ideal ho con form a 
notion of in his own actual everyday deeds and words — let 
him fail, as ho mil fail too often, and then seek amid tho 
shame of fniliiro for strength to do what he aims at doing and 
become what ho ought to bo —lot him learn thus, as he will 
learn, that there is n something beyond himsolf that aids him 
in strivings after good, and disapproves when his strivings 
cease such n man ill have more conviction of tho being of 
a Gkid within n month than attention to tho most valid argu* 
roents will awaken within him in tho course of years ” 

Pantheism — ^Tbis (fiom ‘pan, all, ihcoi, God) denotes 
tlmfc tbe universe, taken as a whole, is God Many 
Hindus hold tins ciced 

Traces of pantheism aie to ho found in tho Vedas, 
but the Upanishnds form its chief basis Veda Vyasa 
IS the reputed author of the Vedanta philosophy. 
Snnkni'iich/irya, who lived abont tho eighth centmy, 
AD, was its great piopagator The Vedanta, Sara, 
IS its most popular exposition 

Tho Soul and God are one {jivabrahmatKyam ) 
This IS the scope of all Vedanta tieatises,^’ says the 
Vedanta Sfira, § 15 

God IS frequently called “The one without a 
second, (cAflw evadiitiyam)” Keshab Chandra Sen 
used this as denoting tho unity of God, but its true 
meaning is pantheistic 

Space docs not admit an examination of this system 
One of its “great sentences” is, Aham Brahma, I am 
God Gaudapnmananda well remarks — 

" Thou art verily rifled, O thou animal soul, of thy uudor- 
standing, by tins dark thcoiy of Maya, because liko a manioo, 
thou oonstantly ravest, ‘ I ora Brahma ’ Whorois thy divinity, 
thy sovereignty, tliy ominscionco? 0 thou animal soul' 
thou art ns aifTcrcnt fiom Brahma as is a mustard seed from 
Mount Mem ”f 


* hecturcs to J^dveated Utndvs Sent post free from tho Tract 
I}op6t, Madras, to any address in India for 2 annas 
t Quoted in Bonoi^ca’s Dialogues on Hindu Philosophy, p 378 
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For a lefutatjon of the system, see Dr Murray 
Mitchell’s Letteis to Indian Youth on the Evidences of 
Ghnstiamty.*' TeDuyson’s opiniou is quoted from In 
Mcmoiiam — 

That ottch, who seems n separate whole, 

Should moi e bis ronnds, and fusing all 
The skn Is of self again, should fall 
Bemorgmg in the general Soul, 

Is faith as vague ns nil unsn cct 
Eternal form shall still divide 
The eternal soul from all beside 

Dr Mitchell justly concludes with the lemaik: 
"Even the fearful assoitioa ^theio is no God’ is less 
shocking, than foi a frail, guilty, nuseiable man to 
say, ' I am God ’ ” 

Polytheism — This (fiom yohfy many, f/icos, god) 
denotes belief m many gods Hindus geneially com- 
bine pantheism and polytheism They hold that God 
IS essentially one, but that He is to bo worshipped 
through an endless diversity of forms 

The Attributes of God —These will only be briefly 
noticed at present In succeeding Papei s they will be 
considei ed moi e fully 

A building enables us to judge of the wisdom and 
skill of the architect. lu like manner, " The heavens 
declaie the gloiy of God, and the firmament showeth 
His handy woik ” 

Milton, one of the most celebrated English poets, 
has a noble hymn to the Cieatoi, beginning with the 
words — 

Those ore lliy glorious works, Puront of good. 

Almighty, Thine, this universal frame, 

Thus wondrous fair , Thyself how wondions then ' 
Unspeakable, who sittcst obovc those heavens 
To us mvisiblc, or dimly seen, 

In these Thy lowest works , yet these declare 
Thy goodness beyond thonglifc, and poivor divine 

It mnst be allowed that the evidences of God’s 
g oodness are not so appa rent as those of His poiver 

•A copy will ho forwarded fr^ the Tract Dopdfc, Madras, post- 

-3 for BIX aunoB ^ 
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and ivitfilom Nature lias two aspects As a rule, 
every thing is calculated to minister to our happiness 
The sun with its cheerful light, fields of waving gram, 
trees with pleasant fruits, liowers with their beautiful 
colours and sweet perfumes, all proclaim the benevo- 
lence of Grod There are, however, exceptional oc- 
currences, ns earthquakes and pestilences, which some- 
times cause wido-spread suffering and death Wise 
men, after a full consideration of both sides, are 
convinced that the arguments in favour of God’s 
goodness greatly preponderate Most of the misery 
that IS in the world is brought upon people by their 
own misconduct It is part of God’s chastisement to 
lead them to a better course We are also incap- 
able of understanding all God’s government of the 
world He has designs far beyond our limited 
knowledge 

Another attnbnte of God is His holiness What 
IS the character we admire most ? Is it not the man 
who 13 free from every taint of pride and revenge ? 
who IS pure, truthful, just, aud benevolent ? Our 
coDSCieucos at once confirm this judgment Can it 
be supposed that the great Creator does not Himself 
possess the viitiies which we sometimes esteem in His 
creatures ? Our instincts tell ns that He must have 
them all m boundless perfection The excellencies 
which we SCO in the best men on earth arc hke refiec- 
tions of the glorious sun from little fragments of a 
mirror. 

Pope thus describes some gods which have been 
worshipped — 

" Gods partial, changeful passionate, nnjnst, 

"Whose attributes were Engc^ Rovenge, or Last ” 

Any professedly sacred books whose gods are of 
such a character, must be the inventions of wicked 
men. The excuse is sometimes made that the gods 
are above all law, and can act as they please This 
IB comparing them to human tyrants, ivho take delight 
3 
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in gratifying their sinful passions A good king would 
not act in such a way — ^mnch less Grod 

The Ignorant suppose that there are many gods, 
some dwelling in one place, some in another On 
the other hand, the umty of Grod has been acknow- 
ledged by the moat intelligent men in all ages He 
IS not like a man, confined to one place , He possesses 
illumtable knowledge and power , there is no proof of 
the existence of more than one Grod, and no other is 
required. 

The foregoing conclusions are drawn chiefly from 
our own consciences and an examination of what we see 
around us But God has given a clearer revelation 
of Himself in the Bible 

Newton says, '‘It is not enough for ns to regard 
God as a being, eternal, infinite, absolute, nay, it is 
not enough for us to admire Him as the wise and 
beneficent builder of the universe , we must fall down 
before Him as our Lord and Sovei etgn 

The spaoioos firmament on high, 

With all the blue ethereal sl^, 

And spangled heavens, a shming frame. 

Their great Original proclaim 
Th’ unwearied sim, from day to day. 

Does his Creator’s power display , 

And publishes to every land 
The work of an Almighty hand 

Soon as the evening shades prevail. 

The moon takes up the wom&ons tale, 

And, nightly to the listening earth, 

Repeats the story of her birth , 

While all the stars that round her bum. 

And all the planets m their turn, 

Confirm the tidings as they roll. 

And spread the tmth from pole to polo 

What though m solemn silence all 
Move round the dark terrestrial ball P 
What though no real voice, nor sound. 

Amidst their radiooit orbs be found P 
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Tn Season s enr they all rejoice. 

And utter forth a glorious voice , 

Tor ever singing, as they slime, 

** The hand that made us is divine ”* 


lY — ^Dott to Gtod 

III the preceding Paper, the existence and attn- 
liutes of God have been briefly noticed Our duty to 
Him vnll now bo considered This is greatly neglec- 
ted Many, n bo are ]ust and kind to their fellow-men, 
forget God entirely, or content themselves with a few 
cold acknowledgments What would be thought of a 
son who was affectionate to his brothers and sisters, 
but slighted a wise and kind father, thongh living in 
hiB house and receiving from him every thing ho had ^ 
Plato says, " It should never be thought that there 
IS any branch of human virtue of greater importance 
than pietj towards the Deity” Cicero remarks, 
” Piety is the foundation of all virtues ” When Jesus 
Chnst was asked, which is the great commandment^ 
He replied, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind This is the first and great commandment ” 
Some of God’s clatms to onr obedience and love will 
non be mentioned others will bo explained subse- 
quently 

1 God IS onr Father h/ 0) cation — ^This tmtb was 
acknowledged in very early times The oldest form 
of worship among the Aryans, was, when gazing up 
to the blue sky and stretching forth their hands, they 
exclnnied, Dijnus pitar, Heaven-Father ! The Greek 
term Zen pater, and the Latin Jupiter, had the same 
original meaning Plato speaks of God as "Pother 

•Thin byninis bv Addison, nnthor of the best papers m The Specta- 
tor His stylo is romarkablo for its oscelloncy Dr Johnson says, 
Whoever mshes to attain an English style, familiar but not coarse, 
and elegant but not ostentations, mnst give bis days and nights to 
tbo volnmcs of Addison '' 
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and Maker o£ all ” The Apostle Paul, when address- 
ing the Athenians, refeiTed to certain Greek poets as 
saying, “For we are also His offspring ” Jesus Christ 
taught Ets followeis to address God in prayer as, 
Our Father which art in heaven ” God is our Pie- 
server as well as oui Oieator "In Hun we live, and 
move, and have our being ” We aie dependent upon 
Him every moment for the support of the life which 
He first bestowed 

2 OoA ts our Ktnq — ^The universe is His by crea- 
tion, and He is its iightful Lord Fresh obligations 
are thus laid upon us 

The following are some of the great duties we owe 
to God in consequence of the above relationships 
1 Allegiance — ^Rebellion against the sovereign is 
considered the greatest cnme in a state, and is visited 
with the severest punishment The command is, 
** Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only 
shalt thou serve ” It is high treason against God to 
bow down to an idol, or to worship any other than 
Himself No wish to please the dearest earthly rela- 
tives will be accepted as an excuse 

Some educated Hindus deny the charge of idolatry; 
they pretend that the images are simply to remind 
people of God Rammohun Roy says that this excuse 
was learned from Europeans and thus shows its fal- 
sity 

“ Whatever Hmdu purchases an idol in the market, or 
conatructs one with his own hand, oi has one made under his 
own superintendence, it is his invariable practice to perform 
certain ceremonies, called Fran Fi atishtha, or the endowment 
of animation, by which be believes that its nature is changed 
from that of the mere materials of which it is formed, and 
that it acquires not only life but supernatural powers ” 

The hfe which by one ceremony has been brought 
into the idol, can by another ceremony be taken out 
The excuse is made that the poor and ignorant need 
ges to remind them of God They cannot under- 
r d His form for He has none. They can remember 
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tlieiv parents when fai distant , they can love a bene- 
factor w horn they have never seen , they can obey the 
authority of a Qneen-Euipiess though she never set 
foot on their soil They can worship God who is a 
Spirit in spnit and m truth Idols aie ahmdiance — 
not a help to tine woislnp. They give most degrad- 
ing ideas of God "Would a father be pleased if a 
sou kept a toad to leiumd him of his father in his ab- 
sence ? 

Christians and Muhammadans, fat more numerous 
than the Hindus, can think of God without idols why 
should the> be ncoessarj’’ in India? 

2 Reverence — Respect is shown to a fatb er by every 
right-minded son Great honour is paid to a monarch 
in his palace Much more is reverence due to the King 
of kings, and Lord of loi ds W icked men, conscious of 
their guilt, often (head God , but this is not the feeling 
that 18 inculcated Boieronco is a sense of God’s 
gieatness, mixed with lovo. 

Reverence will be shown m the way we speak of God 
Many persons insult Him to His face by using His 
name lightly Such conduct is highly blameworthy 
God expressly declnies that He will "not hold him 
guiltless that taketh His name in vain ” 

3 Worehip —This includes prayer and praise Flem- 
ing says, "In ullages and among all nations, it has 
been common, by some form or rite, to supplicate 
Divine piotection and favour” Among the golden 
verses of Pythagoras w e find the following — 

“ In nil thou dost, first lot thy prayers ascend, 

And to the gods thy labours first commend , 

From thorn implore sacccss, and hope a prosperous fend " 

As children go to an earthly parent m all their 
troubles, so may wo make known our wants to our 
heavenly Father. Wo may seek protection in danger, 
wisdom to guide us, pardon for sin, and strength to 
resist temptation 

We thank a friend who shows us a kindness. God 
IS continually showering down blessings upon us 
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Under sucli oiicumstances, praise is "comely” An 
ancient; philosophei said, " If I -were a nightingale, I 
would by singing fulfil the vocation of a nightingale 
But since I am a reasonable being, mme is to praise 
Grod This 18 my calling I will fulfil it ” 

Worship may be piivate, social, or public. Each 
form has its advantages , each is a duty 

An Indian proverb shows one important effect of 
worship — yatha devah, taiha bhaktah, as is the God, 
such IS the worshippei If we associate wi th the wicked, 
we are apt to become like them , while intercourse 
with good men has a beneficial influence This applies 
equally to worship 

4 Obedience — A little child should be guided by 
the commands of a wise father If it disregarded his 
instructions and followed its own wishes, the conse- 
quences would be very injuiions to itself In a king- 
dom, the laws must be obseived , anarchy and misery 
would be the result were each person to act as he 
pleased It is consummate folly in men to disobey God 
" It IS for the finite to set itself aga'inst the in- 
finite , the feeble and imperfect to declare itself in- 
dependent of the perfect, the impure and unholy to 
exalt itself against the holy , the cieatuie of a day to 
declare itself more wise and woithy to lule than the 
august Being whose goings foith are fiom eternity ” 

Our relations to God demand obedience "His breath 
woke us first into existence Whatever powers of 
body or of mind we possess, all are His and of Him 
Nothing pertainmg to us can we properly call our 
own Eiom the first moment of existence to the 
last, we exercise no faculty of thought or feeling or 
action, which He has not given us, and which He does 
not lightly claim as belongmg to Himself The very 
power to disobey is a power which He has Himself 
conferred,” 

The nature of God^s requirements is a further argu- 
ment for obedience His commands are not arbitrary, 
but " holy, ]UBt, and good,” He enjoins only that 
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winch is best for ourselves , He forbids only that which 
it IS our highest wisdom to shun Oui duty and our 
happiness coincide 

5. Lovo — ^This one word is the " fulfilling of the 
law ” All our duties may be summed up in love to 
Grod and love to man. Without this, oveiy thing else 
IS of little worth No earthly parent would be satisfied, 
if his child obeyed him ineiely like a seivaut for his 
wages, or like a slave from feat of punishment God 
asks our love His address to us is, “ Son, give Me 
thine lieai t " 

Some of the ways lu winch lovo manifests itself 
will bo noticed 

(I ) We wish to be near those we love An affec- 
tionate child delights in his father's society If 
obliged to leave linn, ho laments the separation, and 
desnes to return So should we feel towards God 
David says, “ My soul thnsteth foi Thee " And 
wo may continually realise a sense of His presence. 
Ho is indeed always with ns The Psalmist says. 

Thou knowest my dowiisitting and mine uprising , 
Thou undorstandest wy thoughts .ifai off Thou com- 
passost my path and ray lying down, and art acquaint- 
ed with all my ways ” If we truly love God, wo shall 
rejoice at this, and live continually as lu His sight. 
Wo should stiivo to "walk with God.” 

(2 ) We delight to converse with those we love 
Can we conceive of a sou, living in his father’s house 
and constantly in his sight, yotnevei speaking to him, 
01 saying only a few heartless woids at distant inter- 
vals ? Such conduct would show that he was entirely 
destitute of filial affection God is evei near ns 
Wo speak to him in prayer. If wo love Him, it will 
bo a pleasure to tell Him all our soriows, to seek His 
guidance, and to thank Him for His goodness 

(3 ) Wo seek to please those wo love. If we are 
attached to a friend, wo try to avoid whatever will 
gnevo him, and seek to do what will give him pleas- 
ure Thus it will bo with us if we love God. Be- 
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fore doing anything, we shall think how Grod will 
regard it, and act accordingly His laws will be onr 
giude Obedience is a great test of love Jesus 
Chiist says, “If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments ” 

6 Trust — ^An afEectionate "child has confidence 
in his father He will go with him anywhere even in 
the dark night , he will take a bitter medicine from 
him, convinced that it is for his good * There are 
things in this world which the wisest cannot under- 
stand Mansel says, “ Against this immoveable bai- 
riei of the existence of evil, the waves of philosophy 
have dashed themselves unceasingly since the biith- 
day of hnman thought, and have letired broken and 
powerless, without displacing the minutest fragment 
of the stubborn rock, without softening one feature 
of its daik and rugged surface ** We must often be 
content to say for the present, I know not, God 
knoweth'^ All will yet be made plain G-od says, 
*' What I do thou knowest not now , but thou shalt 
know hereafter ” 

7 Iimtation — Children frequently resemble their 
parents in outward looks , they catch the tone of their 
voice , they often copy them in their conduct Even 
the best eai thly parents have their faults, but we are 
safe m following the example of our heavenly Esther 
Plato makes “ likeness to God” the final aim of man 
Jesus Christ says, “ Be ye therefore perfect, even as 
your Father which is in heaven is perfect 

The idea, held by most Hindus, of absorption’^ into 
the Deity is a gieat erior, but it is our highest duty 
and privilege to become “ partakers of the Dmne 
nature,” to be like God, to have our will swallowed 
up m His Thus we shall, in some faint measure,- 
share in the Divine happiness 

T^ following hymn, expressive of gratitude to God 
tor His mercies, is, like the one at the end of the last 
Paper, by Addison. 
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When all Thy mercies, 0 my God ! 

My nsmg soul surreys, 

Transported with the view, Pm lost 
In wonder, love, and praise ^ 

0 how shall words, with eqnal warmth. 
The gratitude declare 
That glows within my ravish’d heart I 
But Thou canst read it there 

Thy Providence my life snstomed, 

And all my wants rediest, 

When in the silent womb I lay. 

And hung upon the breast 

To all my weak complamts and ones 
Thy mercy lent an ear. 

Ere yet my feeble thoughts had learned 
To form themselves in prayer 

Unnumbered comforts to my soul 
Thy tender care bestowed, 

Before my infant heart conceived 
From whom these comforts flowed 

When in the slippery paths of youth 
With heedless steps I ran , 

Thmo arm, unseen, oonveyed me safe, 

And led me up to man 

Through hidden dangers, toils, and deaths, 
It gently cleared my way , 

And through the pleasing snores of vice. 
More to be feared than they 

When worn with sickness, oft hast Thou 
With health renewed my face , 

And, when in sins and sorrows sunk, 
Eovived my soul with grace 
Thy bounteous hand with worldly bliss 
Hath made my cup run o’er , 

And, in a kind and faithful friend. 

Hath doubled all my store 
Ten thousand thousand precious gifts 
My daily thanks employ , 

Hor is the least a cheerful heart. 

That tastes these gifts with joy 
Through every penod of my life 
Thy goodness I’ll proclaim , 

And after death, m distant worlds, 

Hesume the glonous theme 
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When nature fails, and day and night 
Divide Thy works no more, 

My ever grateful heart, 0 Lord, 

Thy mercy shall adore 

Through all eternity to Thee 
A joyful song I’ll raise , 

Por, oh I eternity’s too short 
To utter all Thy praise 


V. — ^Mah’s Heart in God’s Sight 

The opinions which people entertain of their own 
religions and moral character are often very mistaken 
Formerly there was a class of professional murderers 
in India, called Thugs. They would accost a traveller, 
pretending to be very fnendly , but when they came 
to a solitary place, they would suddenly strangle him, 
take all his property, and bury the corpse They would 
then kindle a fire near the grave, and feast as heartily 
and smg as memly as if they had committed an act of 
the greatest merit Their conscience was, as it were, 
seared with a hot iron. 

Take another case, nob so extreme A merchant has 
a large stock of grain during a famine Regardless 
of the sufEeriugs of the poor, he sells even the sweep- 
ings of his granaries at the utmost price he can realize 
The merchant may regard his conduct as unexcep- 
tionable He may consider that he is only asking 
the market value of his goods Others, however, will 
justly regard him as selfish and hard-hearted 

Persons of a very different character may next be 
noticed There are some men who are naturally 

amiable They are affectionate to their relatives, 

kind to their fnends, hberal to the poor Free from 
envy, they rejoice in the prosperity of all aroundv. 
them Temperate, chaste, honest, and truthful, their ' 
moral conduct seems blameless Most people regard 
such as perfect 
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Only very few, it is true, attun to the standard 
mentioned m the preceding paragraph The great 
bulk of mankind think that all is well if ther do no 
positive harm to any one, and are kind to the poor 
They consider themselves safe, because they think 
that they are no worse than others They may admit 
that they are not in all things what they ought to 
be ; but God is merciful, and they need he under no 
alarm about their future state 

We arc naturally bnssed in our own favour Ac- 
tions which we at once blame in others, we often 
commit ourselves without scruple, or we quiet our 
conscieuce with some paltry excuse Our own good 
opinion does not prove that our condnet is right or 
our couditiou safe We may be saying to ourselves, 
" Peace, peace , when there is no peace ” 

But while most men pass through life satisfied with 
themselves and unaware of their real character, there 
have been some, m all ages of the world, who have felt 
the corruption of then nature, and siglied after holi- 
ness The wntings of ancient Greek and Bomau 
philosophers contain numerous testimonies to this 
fact There is a remarkable confession of sm which 
Brahmaos ought to repeat daily 

Papo’ham papakarmaham papatma p ipasambbavnfaa 

The meaning is I am sin, I commit sin my sonl 
IS sinful, I am conceived lu sin This is very similar 
to the account of man’s state given in the Bible 
David sa)s, Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and 
m sm did my mother conceive me ” It is also written, 
"There is none righteous, no, not one”, "The heart 
IS deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked, 
who can know it ?” 

Professoi Xewman puts into the soul’s bps the fol- 
lowing confession — 

" Slay me, 0 God, if Thou wilt , I deserve it I am 
miserable, but leave me not thus. Put me to shame ; 
I am shameful. Behold, I hide nothing. Thou art 
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light , expose my darkness I will not palliate I am 
worse than I know Show me all that lam I cannot 
help myself If I must die, I will die in Thy sight 
Why 18 it that the holiest men are the fiist to admit 
their own sinfulness ? Most people take their noigh- 
hours as their standard, and are satisfied if they think 
that they come up to their conduct Some, indeed, 
compare themselves with peisons guilty of flagrant 
crimes, and are proud of their supposed moral superi- 
ority On the other hand, a man whose conscience is 
enlightened, judges himself by God^s law. 

Our whole duty is summed up in two precepts. 
The “ first and great commandment,” supreme love to 
God, was noticed in the previous Paper 
The second commandment is, “ Thou shalt love thy 
neighbour as thyself ” It is explained by the words, 
** Whatsoevei ye would that men should do to you, do 
ye even so to them ” So greatly has tins precept 
been admit ed, that it has been called the golden lule 
Some men confine the idea of sm to theft, adnlteiy, 
and other crimes punishable by the State It is ti ue 
that to wish to take anything belonging to another is 
theft in God’s sight “ Whosoever looketh on a woman 
to lust aftei hei, hath committed adulteiy with hei 
already in his heait” Still, Chiistianity does not 
say that all men aie thieves and adnlteiers in the 
ordinary sense of these terms Noi is it asserted that 
all men are wicked in every lespect But obedience 
to oue set of laws will not save a man fiom the punish- 
ment of another set which he violates If a clerk 
defrauds Government, he will not be pardoned because 
he 18 temperate oi chaste A soldier guilty of i ebellion 
against the State, is not acquitted because he has 
bera kind to the poor A person who bi eaks one of 
God s commands because he is inclined to do so, would 
eq^lly break another if similarly tempted 
It is a common mistake to confound amiability with 
holiness. Some dogs are savage , others aie mild in 
their disposition Men vaiy similarly It is no moie 
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merit for a man to obey liis instincts witbont reference 
to Grod’s will, than for a sheep to be gentle 
The two great sins chaigoable against every human 
being aro wigodhness and selfishness 

The verdict prononneed upon Belshazzar, king of 
Babylon, was Thon art weighed in the balances, and 
art found wanting ” The prophet Daniel explained the 
grounds of this judgment when he said, “ The God in 
whose hand thy breath is, and whose aie all thy ways, 
hast thou not glorified When coubcience awakes, 
wo see nothing in the past but a career of guilt — ^the 
grand purpose of onr lives neglected, the great God 
treated with mdiSereuco, His holy law trampled under 
foot God contiasts the giatitude of the very beasts 
With the regardlessness of man “ I have nourished 
and brought up children, and they have rebelled 
against mo The ox knowetli his owner and the 
ass his master’s crib, bnt Israel doth not know, my 
people doth not consider ” 

Until man’s heart has been renewed, he not only 
forgets God, but hates Him An enemy, it is true, is 
not hated when he is forgotten, but the feeling is 
instantly awakened when ho is seen or remembered 
Thus it IS with rogaid to God Piayei is a burden, 
the thought of God is disliked, and the mind turns' 
with pleasure to oai thly things 
Who can say that he has loved his neighbour as 
himself ? If we fail to do this, we are selfish To the 
extent to which wo fail, wo are selfish 

It IB impossible to toll whether a garment is clean 
or dirty by examining it in a dark room. To judge 
properly, it should be taken out in the sun. Some- 
what in like manner, if wo would ascertain our true 
condition, we must view ourselves, as it were, in the 
dazzling splendour of God’s presence A holy man of 
old said to God, “ Thon hast set oui iniquities befoie 
Thee, our seciet sins in the light of Thy countenance ” 
Another confessed, '^We are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags” A 
4 
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third said, have heard of Thee by the hearing of 
the ear, but now mine eye seeth Thee, wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes ” 

The above confessions express the tiuo state of 
man’s heart in God’s sight And it has been well 
1 einarked, " What thou art in the sight of God, that 
thou tiuly art ” 

It IS of the utmost impoitance for ns to under- 
stand our real spn itual condition Tho Great Teacher 
says, “They that are whole need not a physician, but 
the)’- that aio sick ” Until a man feels that ho is 
sinful, he will not stiivo to obtain pardon and purity. 
^‘Who can understand his eirore? Cleanse Tliou mo 
from societ faults ” Let one of our prayers daily be, 
“ 0 God, show me myself ” 

An appiopiiate confession will bo found in tho 
Appendix. 

" Oppressed with Bin and woe, 

A burdened heart 1 bear. 

Opposed by many n might)' foo, 

But 1 will not despair 

With tins polluted licnrt 
1 dnic to come to Thee, 

Holy and mighty as Thou art. 

For Thou wilt pardon mo 

I feel that I am weak, 

And prone to every sin , 

But Thou •« bo giv'st to those who seek. 

Wilt give mo strength within 

In my Rcdetmer’B name, 

I give my self to Thee , 

And, all unworthy ns I am, 
ily God will welcome me ” 

Bronte 


VI — ^The Punishment or Sin 

Pamshment necessary — Our consciences distin- 
guish between right and wrong We feel also that 
good conduct deserves approval, and that wrong- 
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doing should be followed by punishment A virtnous 
father commends good behaviour m bis children, while 
he censures the opposite A just king bestows hon- 
ours on faithful servants who have risked their lives 
on his account , but he punishes those who break bis 
laws, and are traitors against his government All 
this accords with onr natural sense of justice "We 
should blame a parent who made no difference between 
his children, whatever might be their conduct, or a 
king who treated alike loyal adheients and avowed 
rebels The consequences of such conduct, too, would 
be most disastrous A family under snch conditions 
would be a scene of disorder , a kingdom would become 
a prey to anarchy. 

“ Since God,^’ says Fleming, " hath made us capable 
of discerning between right and wrong, and hath 
annexed to that discernment a susceptibility of suitable 
emotions, it is impossible for ns to conclude that He 
himself should remain insensible to the distinction be- 
tween good and enl. It is natural, therefore, for ns to 
expect that,m the government of the world, God should 
manifest His love of virtue and hatred of vice, by 
rewarding the virtuons and by punishing the vicious ” 

It cannot he supposed that the great Creator anti 
Lord of the universe has a less sense of justice than 
some of His creatures The belief is therefore almost 
universal that God will ** discern between tbe nghte- 
ous and the wicked, between Inm that serveth God, 
and him that serveth Him not ” An eminent wntei 
on tbe laws of England remarks, “ It is but lost labour 
to say, * Do this oi avoid that,’ unless we also declare 
* this shall be the consequence of yonr non-compli- 
ance ’ ” Laws without penalties would he almost 
worthless The ancient Greeks conceived that there 
was a goddess of vengeance, called 2^’emesis, who 
tracked the steps of the smnei, and with dreadful 
scourges, sooner or later, inflicted punishment The 
idea was a shadow of the great truth of a personal and 
all-seemg Governor of the world. 
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Aetn'bnlaoii xn this life — It is admitted that the 
consequences winch flow from viitue and vice, even in 
this life, may, to some extent, be viewed as rewards 
and punishments The upright and benevolent have 
geneially the esteem of their fellow-men, and, so far, 
the approval of their own conscience The spendthrift 
soon reduces himself to beggary, the sensualist sows 
the seeds of disease in his fiame , the drunkard wastes 
his property, makes a wreck of his body, clouds his 
mind, and ruins his family Still, these consequences 
do not go so far as our sense of justice leads us 
to expect Some of the wisest and best men have 
endured a life of poverty and suffering, ending in an 
Ignominious deaths while villains and oppiessors 
sometimes live in ease and luxury, dying quietly on 
their beds We are led to think that things will not be 
BO always 

There are good reasons for the present state of 
things 

“ The righteous and the wiolved says Flemmg, “are here 
so connected and associated with one another, that the one 
could not be fully punished nor the other fully reworded To 
try and improve the virtues of the one, and to move the re- 
pentance and work the reformation of the other, they are 
allowed, for a season, to grow together, lost in rooting up the 
one, the othoi should be destroyed But still we are at no loss 
to perceive which is the object of the Divine appi obation ” 

“ Had the righteous and the wicked been here punished and 
rowaided exactly in proportion to their respective character 
and conduct, we must have concluded that this was the final 
scene of the Divine administration But when we learn, on 
the one hand, from the intimations of conscience and the ai- 
I'angements of Piovidence, that the one is the object of the 
Divine approbation and the other of the Divine condemnation, 
and when, on the othei hand, wo see that they are here ex- 
posed alike to the trials and vicissitudes of life, we conclude 
that the pi csent state is a state of discipline and probation, 
and admirably suited for the purposes of such a state And 
while this IS the true and correct view of the present life, it 
fuiTiishes the cleai est argument for a future life — where tiie 
virtues which have been exeicised here shall be perfected and 
rewarded — whore the vices which have been patiently homo 
with here shall be punished— where all irregularities shall bo 
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corrected, and all inequalities removed — and whore every man 
filial! receive according to the deeds done m the body, whether 
they hare been good or ovil ” 

Evil of Sm — ^Bat while ifc is generally agreed that 
tlie wicked will be punished in afutuie state, there 
have been wide differences o£ opinion with regard to 
the amount of suffering merited 

"Wo arc too much interested in the case to give a 
proper decision If criminals in a jail where asked 
what punishment should be inflicted upon themselves, 
the sentences would be very lenient The general 
tendency is to palliate sm ** * Everybody does it,^ is a 
constant plea to excase what is wi ong ' Nobody thinks 
anything of it,’ is the same sort of plea in a different 
shape But * everybody does it,’ * nobody thinks any 
thing of it,* will not make a wrong thing right” 

Hindns are, especially, apt to have a very inadequate 
sense of the evil of sm Their own gods are said some- 
times to commit sm tn sport Its guilt, it is supposed, 
may be washed away by bathing in the Ganges. On 
the contrary, the one true God is of spotless purity. 
Of sm, He says, “Oh, do not this abominable thing 
that I hate ” 

What IS sm ? God claims to bo supreme over the 
world which he has Himself created , it is essential to 
the welfare of the universe that he should bo supreme 
Every sm is a defiance of HiS authority, a declaration 
on the other part of tho sinner, that he will not have God 
to reign over him. “ All tho gnilt that lies m foul rebel- 
lion against the mildest and most merciful of earthly 
monarchs — ^m disobeying the kindest, and grieving 
the best of fathers — m ingratitude to a generous 
benefactor — , all that evil, multiplied a thousand 

and a thousand times, there is m sin ” 

Suppose a man committed theft, the value of the 
article stolon has not simply to be considered The 
evil IS that if theft did not involve a penalty, no man’s 
property would be safe. It is the same with sm A 
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Single violation of God’s law with impnnity, would tend 
to spread rebellion through the universe 

Fntnre Punishment — Considering the vast interests 
at stake, the punishment of sin must be severe The 
Bible says, “ Woe unto him that atriveth with his 
Maker I Let the potsherd strive with the potsherds 
of the earth ‘^It is a fearful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God The warning of Jesus Christ 

is, " Fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and 
body m hell ” 

We know not,” says Mansel, ‘^whether the future 
punishment of sin will be inflicted by way of natural 
consequence or of supernatural visitation , whether it 
will be produced from within or inflicted fiom with- 
out ” Conscience will gnaw like an undying worm 
Milton justly makes Satan say, myself am hell 

Punishments will differ Some will be beaten with 
“ many,” some with ** few stripes ” What gives in- 
tensity to the suffering, is the absence of hope There 
are some who suppose that, after enduring pain in hell, 
the wicked will eventually be received into heaven 

Men attach, perhaps, some omnipotent power to 
mere suffering, and imagine that if hatred to sin and 
love to God are all that is needed, then a shoit ex- 
perience of the teinfio consequences of a godless past 
must ensuie a godly future Why do they think so ? 
This is not the effect which mere punishment generally 
pioduces on human character. Its tendency is not to 
soften, but to harden the heart, — to fill it not with 
love, but with ennuty*’^ " Oh, the more we think of 

it, the darker does the histoiy gp’ow, — the faster does 
the descent of the evil spirit become, down that pit 
which, fiom its very nature, seems to be bottomless ■”* 
ihere is every reason to fear that the sinner will go 
on sinning, and an eternity of sin involves an eternity 
of punishment 


<‘Dr Nomon Maoleod, 
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Objections — “ Future ponisliment of the offences of 
this life, ” says Archbishop Sumner,^* is supposed to be 
incompatible with the goodness of Grod, who created 
man under circumstances of such tremendous respon^ 
sibibty. Bnt is it not a fact, that numberless cases 
appear before us daily, incompatible with the abstract 
idea of Dmne goodness which we should be inchned 
to form ? I do not see the eternal world and therefore 
I may deny that miseiy, as the result of misconduct'in 
this earthly state, will ex' st there So if I did not see 
the present world, I might deny that pain and sorrow, 
and the many physical evils which abound, conld exist 
in the work of an omnipotent Creator But I should 
be mistaken And so those may be mistaken, who, on 
no better grounds than a pnoii reasoning, promise 
themselves impunity in the woild to come We must 
frame our notions in conformity with what we see, 
rather than what we might imagine And surely the 
person who looks abroad into the natural world will 
find much to surprise him, much that is inconsistent 
with the views of philosophical perfection which he 
would fondly desire to enteitain "Whatever ground 
he may take, short of absolute atheism, he will be 
unable to account for many phenomena of the world 
around him Atheism, on the other hand, would 
involve him in far greater perplexities 

" If, then, it IS a difiBculty, which I am very willing 
to concede it is, to understand why God should have 
to create moral agents liable to the consequences of 
misemployed free agency, it is not a single or solitary 
instance of difficulty , it is only one of the many in- 
explicable circumstances connected with the present 
state of mankind But there is a clue out of the diffi- 
culty, which will be noticed in a future Paper 

Danger is neither averted nor postponed by being 
overlooked. 

“ "When the ostnch, ” says Gnthne, ” sconrmg along the 
sandy desert, finds that it cannos escape the huntsman, it is 
said to thrust its head mto a bush, and remain there, quite 


44 


FOR SEBEBBS AFTER TRUTH 


tranquil, to receive the death-blow Poor, senseless, stupid 
burd. It seems to fancy that the danger which it ceases to see 
has ceased to exist But men, as well os brutes, do so , and 
not by one degree more rational than the composure of a bird 
at whose folly they themselves would bo the first to smile, is 
the peace of those who, that they may enjoy the pleasure of 
sin, shut then eyes to its evil, and refuse to looic that, and 
their own dangei, m the face ’* 


WlCAT SHALt TBB Ha11V£8X BE ? 

" Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also leap 

Sowing the seed by the dawn light fair. 
Sowing the seed by the noon day glare , 
Sowing the seed by the fading light, 

Sowing the seed in the solemn night 
Oh, wh^at shall the harvest boP 
Oh, what shall the harvest be P 

Sown in the darkness or sown in the light, 

Sown in onr weakness or sown in our might , 
Gathered m time or eternity. 

Sure, ah sure, will the harvest be ? 

Sowing the seed by the wayside high. 
Sowing the seed on the rooks to die , 

Sowing xhe seed where the thorns will spoil, 
Sowing the seed in the fertile soil 
Oh, what will the harvest be ? 

Sowing the seed of a lingering pain. 

Sowing the seed of a maddened brain. 
Sowing the seed of a tarnished name. 

Sowing the seed of eternal shame 
Oh, what shall the harvest he P 

Sowing the seed with an aching heart, 
Sowing the seed while the tear-diops start, 
bowing in hope till the i eapors come 
Gladly to gather the harvest liome 
Oh, what shall the harvest beP 

Ax OK 
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VII — Need op a Revelation. 

In the foregoing Papers, the existence and attributes 
of God, with our duty to Him, as taught by our own 
consciences and an attentive examination of nature, 
have been considered Though the conclusions may 
be readilj’’ admitted, the following remarks must be 
borne in mind “ There are many things,” says Locke, 
which we ha^e been brought up in the belief of from 
our cradles, and which are notions familiar and as it 
were natural to us under the Gospel, which we take 
for unquestionable truths, and easily demonstrable, 
without considering how long we might have been in 
doubt or Ignorant of them, had revelation been silent ” 
The best proof of this is afiorded by the state of the 
world without Christianity 

India and China are the two most enlightened coun- 
tries in Asia Both have had men powerful in intellect, 
and indefatigable in their investigations What are 
the results? Most of the learned in India do not 
believe in the existence of one God, but that all %s Qod 
Among the masses, the grossest polytheism prevails, 
the number of deities being said to be thirty-three 
crores One of their own pi overbs shows the state of 
things among the Chinese their gods are said to be 
** as numerous as the sands of the Havy River ” 

With the religious feeling chnracteiising the Hin- 
dns, few are likely to accept atheism The educated 
classes must either become simple Theists, or embrace 
Christianity The choice lies between the two 
I Any system commended to them through flattery 
( and siippoited by impostuie, will be so short-bved as 
Ito bo unnorthy of considemtion 

By ” simple Theism” is meant belief in a personal 
/God, but a denial of revelation in the proper sense of 
*the term The only doctrines accepted are those sup- 
' posed to be discovered by the light of nature and reason. 
No book IS received as the infallible word of God. 
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Before proceeding farther, the terms Intuition and 
Bevelation may be defined 

Intuihoii means a looking upon or into, insight. 
It denotes the powei of the mind by which it immedi- 
ately peiceives the tiuth of things without reasoning 
Bevolakon means unveiling, making known The 
former denotes the effort of the human mind to acquire 
religions truth , the latter the revealing of religions 
troth by God to man 

It IS undoubtedly tine that Theism is a great ad- 
vance upon Hinduism Idolatry and the worship of 
impure deities are repudiated, while the “ Fatherhood 
of God” is proclaimed, caste is denounced, and the 
Brotherhood of man” is acknowledged Still, it 
falls far short of the necessities of the case, it does 
not teach enough to satisfy the wants of man. History 
and the present state of the world prove, that without 
a wiitten revelation, men are uncertain about some 
of the most important truths of religion. 

Points doubtful without Pevelation — A. few of 
these will be noticed. 

1 Apart from revelation, we stand in doubt of the 
‘im/mortality of the sotd We ask with anxiety, will tht 
soul perish with the body in winch it lives, or is it ai. 
undying pi inciple whose existence is for evei and ever ? 
Nature, it is true, gives some expectation of a future 
state , hut the evidence, taken by itself, is dim and 
indecisive 

Socrates, the wisest of the Greek philosophers, when 
dying, said to his friends “ I am going out of the world, 
and you are to continue in it , but which of us has the 
better pait is a sect et to every one but God ” Cicero, 
the great Eoman oiator, devoted much attention to the 
aignments for the immortality of the soul. He sum- 
med up the whole m the following words ** Of these 
opinions— the immortality, or eternal death, of the soul 
which IS the true one, God alone knows, and which 
s most probable, a very great question ” 
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From fclie liglit whicli men have borro'wed from reve- 
lation even when they ba\ e professedly rejected it, there 
IS less doubt now among them than formerly about the 
immortality of the soul Still, there are serious differ- 
ences of opinion Parker looked upon a future state 
as certain , Newman says with regard to it, “ Confidence 
thei*e is none, hopeful aspii-ation is the highest state ” 
2 The e^eacy of prayer is left undecided. An 
instinct, it is true, prompts us to prayer It “ mounts 
of itself to young lips that can scarce lisp the name of 
God, and to dying lips which have no longer the power 
to pronounce it ” Still, its value has been questioned 
Some suppose that God has left the world entirely 
to the government of fixed laws, and that prayer 
addressed to Him no more avails than it would if a 
steam-engine were ini oked 

3. "Without revelation we have no certainty about 
the forgiveness of sin Conscience tells every man 
who carefully examines his life, that he has broken 
God’s laws times without number. From one point 
of view, God may be regarded as a merciful Father, 
who will pardon His repentant children But He is 
our King as well as our Father It has been asked 
“ Is the subject to rebel and disobey every hour and 
the King by a perpetual act of indulgence to efface 
every character of tiuth and digmty from his govern- 
ment Do this, and you depose the legislatoi from his 
throne. You reduce the sanction of his law to a 
name and a mockery ” 

When we are in good health and prosperous, we 
may rest satisfied with a vague trust in the mercy of 
God, but on a death-bed, when we feel that we are 
about to stand before the great Judge of the universe, 
we ask with trembling anxiety whether God Himself 
has given any assurance that sin can be foi given 
Boyd thus points out the defectiveness of mere 
natural religion — 

“ To what end is the abstract knowledge of God, if I am 
shut out from Him by sm ^ To what purpose an abstract con- 


rOE SEBKKE8 AFT EE TROTH 


48 


viction of a futurity, if I know notliing of its nature, its in- 
habitants, its features P To what purpose a correct moral code, 
if I find myself perpetually breaking it, and ignorant how I 
am to be pardoned for the transgression P To what purpose 
a law, if I know nothing of any spiritual power, which can 
make mo love it, and, at least, long to keep it ? The dark 
past of sin and omission, of neglect and rebellion, lies heavily 
on my conscience, and I can neither undo it nor atone for 
it The solemn future presses on my apprehension, and I know 
ndt what it is , or, if it bo happy, how I shall be qualified to 
enjoy its happmess Intuition' canst thou satisfy my 
doubts P Speak ' Alas, the oracle is silent ' The bitter cry is 
again, and again uttered, and ‘there is neither voice nor 
answer, nor any that legardeth 

rajlnres apart from B*velation — The different 
branches of the Brahma Sama] in India are now sim- 
ply repeating an experiment which has been made 
by some of the greatest men that ever lived, and ad- 
mitted to have been a failure, viz to solve the gieat 
problems of humanity apart from revelation. 

For acuteness, for depth, for enthusiasm, the an- 
cient Greek mind was pre-eminent The Romans stood 
next to the Greeks, and in some qualities were even 
superior The results are thus described by Oowper 


“ In vain they pushed enquiry to the birth 
And spnng-timo of the world , ask’d whence is man ? 
Why form’d at all P and wherefore as he is P 
Where must he find lus Maker P with what rites 
Adore him P will He hear, accept, and bless P 
Or does Ho sit regaidless of His works P 
Has man within him an immortal seed P 
Or does the tomb take all P If he survive 
His ashes, where P and in what weal or woo p 
Knots worthy of solution, which alone, 

A deity could solve Their answers, vague 
And all at random, fabulous and dark. 

Left them ns dark themselves Their rules of life 
Defective and unsanctioned, proved too weak 
io bind the roving appetite, ond lead 
Bhnd nature to a God not yet revealed ” 


The final consequence was universal 
’ tended witk almost incredible piofligacy 


scepticism. 
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The most thougitfal deeply felt the need of a reve- 
lation Socrates dissuaded Alcibiades from offering 
the oastoroary sacrifices till some teacher should come 
from on high. Plato has the following remarks — - 

“ To discover the certain truth about these things, (t e , 
the immortality of the soul, &o ) is, m this life, either impossi- 
ble or most difficult Still, to fail of diligently inquiring into 
them, or to stop short before wo have earned the inquiry as 
far as wo can, would be the mark of a most ignoble spirit We 
must then by all moans do one or other of two things Either 
wo must learn(from others), or find out, the truth , or, if that 
bo impossible, then we must take the best and surest of human 
reasonings and embarking on that, as on a frail raft, sail over 
life's penlons ocean, nnloss one were able to perform the 
voyage with moro certainty and less danger upon some surer 
mode of transport, such as a Divine Revelation ” 

A dying philosopher thus bewailed his condition 

Polluted, I entered the world , anxiously, have I 
lived , in great alarm, I depart Cause of causes; have 
pity on me ” 

A^part from revelation, man is ,left in the condition 
described by Tennyson — 

*' What am I P 

An infant crying in the night. 

An infant crymg for the light. 

And with no language but a cry " 

Bacon says, Sacred theology must be drawn from 
the Word of God, not from the light of nature or the 
dictates of reason Not only does this hold good in 
those great mysteries of the Deity, of the creation, of 
the redemption, but appertains also to the moral law 
interpreted Foi it must be confessed, that great part 
of the moral law is of that perfection whereunto the 
light of nature cannot aspire ” 

Locke shows that, ** Many are beholden to revela- 
tion who do not acknowledge it. It is no diminishing 
to revelation, that reason gives its suffrage, too, to the 
truths revelation has discovered But it is our mistake 
to think, that because reason confirms them to ns, we 
5 
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had the first knowlcdgo of thorn from thonco axid in 
that clear evidence wo no%v possess thorn • ** Even if tho 
moral precepts of tho Gospol could ho collected from 
tho ■writings of Confucius, Manii, Socrates, nnd others, 
they ivonld want authority Locke says, ^^What 
would tins amount to, towards hong a steady rule, a 
certain transcript of a law that wo aro under ? Man- 
kind might hearken to it or reject ,it, as they pleaded, 
or as it suited their interest, passions, principles, or 
humours they were under no obligation , the opinion 
of tins or that philosopher was of no authority ” 

The Srahma Samoj — Tho Ro\ . T. E Slater, in his 
interesting work, Keshah Ohandra Sen ami the Srahma 
Samaj,'^ thus points out some of tho reasons why this 
Thoistio movement cannot ho regarded as tlio " perma- 
nent form of religions faith in which India will rest ** 

Tho thcistic truths held by tho Brahmists Imvo boon m tbo 
■world from tho beginning There m nothing new m them 
More thoism can noror form a now robgion 
Ko form of natural theism hat over been tbo rrhgwtt of any 
raco or country Folythoism, pantheism, nnd atheism, have 
always proved stronger nnd more influontml than more theism 
Only when allif>d with roi elation has theism boon able to cope 
witu its foes '• Tlieism,” sajs Drummond, " is tho easiest of 
all religions to got. but tho most diQicuIt to keep Individuals 
bavo kept it, but nations never " 

So long ns tho Brnhmos cling to tho uncortain basis of in- 
tuition, confirmed tliongli some of them maj suppose it to 
be by personal inspiration and revelation, so long will tho 
Bmlimio faith bo of a shifting bosolcss nature and hence the 
danger, os time goes on, of its being split up into fragments, 
through tho uncontrolled imagination nnd self assertion of 
individualism, nnd through want of somo objective basis on 
which the whole body may cohere 

Mr Slater shows tho " Insufficiency of Brahmism” 
in several important respects, which can bo hotter 
explained in a succeeding Paper 


• Onlcuttn, Tliackor, Spink St Co Madras, Society for Promoting 
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Lend, kindly Light, nmid th’ encirchng gloom, 

Lead Thon mo on , 

Tho night IS dnrk, and I am far from home , 

Lead Thon me on , 

Keep Thou my feot , I do not ask to see 

The distant scene , one stop enongh for me 

I was not ever thus, nor prayed, that Thou 
Shouldst lead mo on , 

1 loved to choose and see my path , but now 
LeAd Thou me on ! 

I loved tho garish day, and, spite of fears, 

Pride ruled my will Remember not past years ! 

So long Thy Power has blest mo, snre it still 
Will lead mo on 

O’er moor and fen, o’er crag and torrent, till 
Tho night is gone. 

And with the morn those angel faces smile 

TVhioh I have loved long since, and lost awhile I 

J H Newman 


Yin.— -T he Christian Scriptures 

Tho need o£ n revelation has been shown It is un- 
deniable that God can make known His will to man. 
To question this would be to suppose Grod to be weaker 
than His own creatures, who can communicate their 
thoughts to one another Further, it may be argued 
that a Dmne revelation is highly prohahle All cm- 
hsed nations of the present time profess to have sacred 
books Though these differ widely, they bear testi- 
mony to the general expectation o£ mankind 

To gain knowledge of any kind involves labour 
Much careful inquiry and a long course of preparation 
are necessai y before a man can be settled in life. He 
has to consider for what employment he is best fitted, 
and how he may obtain the requisite training It is 
reasonable to suppose, that our welfare, not for a few 
short years but for eternity, will demand still more 
earnest investigation 
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Pour great Beligious — There are four great relig- 
ions of the woild claiming to have written revela- 
tions, — Hinduism, Buddhism, Muhammadanism, and 
Christianity Some knowledge of these different sys- 
tems IB desirable 

Most Hindus are acquainted, more or less, with the 
creed of their country No educated man can believe 
in its seas of sugar-cane jmoe, ghee, and curds Noi 
can the pantheism of the Upamshads be received 
Though Buddhism rejects caste, in many other le- 
spects lb IS liable to the same difhculties as Hinduism 
It IS a most cheeilcss system When a devout Bud- 
dhist tell his beads, he mutters, Anitya, DuUia, Anaita, 
“Tiansience, Soiiow, Unreality” All existence is 
considered a cnise, and his great aim is to escape from 
the sufferings of life into Nirvana, or annihilation The 
grand objection to Buddhism is its practical atheism. 

Muhammadanism has taken some great truths fiom 
the Bible , but its sensuality betrays its earthly origin 
The readei uillfiild a good examination of Hinduism 
and Muhammadauism in Dr Mui ray Mitchell’s ietiers 
io Indian Youth, alieady noticed. Space does not 
here permit them to be considered in detail 

The three religions above mentioned exist only 
among semi-civilised races. They are abandoned 
with growing knowledge The Bible is the sole 
levelation accepted by the enlightened nations of the 
earth 

The Bible often misrepresented — It is to be re- 
gietted that often the only knowledge of the Bible pos- 
sessed by educated Hindus is deiived from gross mis- 
representations in freethought” jouinals One may 
be given as a specimen A theosophist lately alleged 
that the statement in the Bible could not bo true that 
Heiod theTetiaich put to death 4,000 children m 
Bethlehem The Romans were strict with then gov- 
ernors, and would nob have allowed it The above 
number of male childien, two years old and undei, 
would lepieseut a city with about 80,000 inhabitants. 
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whereas Bethlehem was noted for its smallness The 
prophet Micah referred to it as little among the 
thousands of Judah ” How many children weie put 
to death is not mentioned in the Bible , but it was 
certainly nearer 40 than 4,000 Again, the massacre 
did not take place in the time of Herod the Tetratch, ^ 
hut during the life- time of his father, Herod the King, 
who was not under a Eoman governor 

By far the most satisfactory com se is for seekers 
after truth” to get the Bible and read it for themselves 
Enghsh New Testaments and Bibles will be supplied 
to them from the Bible Depository, Memorial Hall, 
Madras, at the very cheap rates given below* It 
may be explained that the New Testament forms the 
second great division of the Bible 

Literary Merits of the Bible — Even apart from 
revelation, the Bible deserves careful study It is 
one of the oldest books la the world, it has been 
translated into more languages, been more widely 
circulated, and has exerted greater influence than 
any other book 

The mere style of the English Bible is remarkable 
The Saturday Review, one of the ablest home papers, 
says, In this country we all start with a knowledge 
of a book written in the best style the country can 
show. Th e English Bible is a mastei piece of English ” 
Similar testimony is borne by Professor Huxley When 
teaching the Bible in schools was considered by the 
London School Board, he made the following remarks 

“ Consider the great historical fact that, for three centuries 
this hook has been woven into the life of all that is best and 
noblest in English History , that it has become the national 
epic of Britain, and is familiar to noble and simple from John 
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O’Groat’s Honso to Lnnd’s End, ns Dante and Tasso were once 
to tho Italians , that it is Trrittcn in the noblest and pnrost 
English, and abounds m oxqnisito beantics of more literary 
form , and finally that it formds tho ^ cnest hind tvlio ever 
left his native i illagc to be ignorant of tho onsicnce of other 
countries and other omlizitiona, and of a great pist stretch- 
ing back to the farthest limits of tho oldest nations of tho vrorld 
v^y tho study of vrliat ocher book could children be so much 
humaiiircd and made to feel that each figure in that vast 
liistoncal procession fills, like themselves, but a momentary 
‘.pace in tho intervals between two eternities , and earns tho 
blessings and curses of all time, according to its effect to do 
good and hate evil, even ns they also arc earning tlicir pay- 
ment for tlioir work P” 

Sir William Jones says, — I have regnlarly and 
attentively read the Holy Scriptures, and am of opinion 
that this volume, independently of its Dmno origin, 
contains more sublimity and beauty, more pnre mor- 
ality, more important history, and finer strains of 
poetry and eloquence than can be collected from all 
other books, m tvliatever language they have been 
composed ” 

"There never was,” says Carlyle, "any book like 
the Bible, and there never will be snch another ” 

It will bo seen that the study of the Bible is advo- 
cated even for its pure English and exquisite literary 
beauties. 

Thoio are also so many allusions to the Bible scat- 
tered thiougliont English literature, that no one can 
thoroughly comprehend it without a good acquaint- 
ance with tho Scriptures Bishop Wordsworth has 
an interesting volume, Shnlespcre^f Knoicledgo and 
Use of tho Bible, showing bis very nnmerous references 
to the Bible A similar work has been prepared with 
1 egard to Sir Walter Scott and Tennyson. The remark 
appbes, more or less, to every eminent English writer 
Higher Clams of the Sible — ^Bnt the Bible has 
far higher claims to attention 
Bacon says, " Thy creatures have been my books, 
but thy Scriptures much more I have sought Thee 
lu the conrts, fields, and groves, but I have found Thee 
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in Thy temples ” " There never was found in any age 
of the world, either philosopliy, or sect, or religion, or 
law, or discipline, nliicli did so highly exalt the public 
good ns the Christian faith ** 

“There are no songs,” says Milton, “comparable 
to tho songs of Zion , no orations equal to those of the 
prophets , and no politics like those w hich tho Scrip- 
tures teach.” 

Sir Isaac Newton say<i, ‘*W6 account the Holy 
Scnptuies to bo the most sublimo philosophy ** 

Locke was asked which was the shoi test and surest 
way for a person to attain a true knowledge of the 
Christian religion His reply was, “ Let him study 
the Holy Scriptures, especially tho Now Testament , 
therein are coutamed the words of etoinal life It has 
God for its author, salvation for its ond, and truth, 
without any mixture of error, for its mnttoi ” 

Seldon, called tho “Glory of England,” says “There 
is no hook upon in Inch we can rest m a djmg moment 
but tbo Bible ” 

Sir Walter Scott, a fow days before bis death, ex- 
pressed a uish that Ins son-in-law would read to him 
“ Prom n hat book shall I read ?” it was asked “ Need 
you ask?” Sir Walter replied “T/icio \s hut one” 
It was at once understood that ho meant tho Bible 
Tho follon lug verses are by tbo same great writer — 

“ Within this ample volume lies 
Tiio inj filcry oi mysteries , 

Happiest they of linmnn rice 
To whom tlicir God has giien graco 
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray, 

To lift tho latch, to force tho way , 

And bettor had thoj ne’er been born, 

That read to doubt, or read to scorn ” 

Colondge, tho poet, says — 

"For more than a thonsand years tho Uiblc, collectively 
taken, has gone hand in hand ivitb civihvation, science, lau , 
in short, with moral and intollcctunl cultivation, nlnajs sup- 
porting, and often leading, tho nay. Good and lioly won, ond 
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the best and wisest of mankind, the kingly spirits of history, 
have borne witness to its influences, and hive declared it to be 
beyond compare the most perfect instrnment of humamty ” 

Contrast the above testimonies from some of the 
greatest men of modern times with the flippant re- 
marks often made about the Bible by shallow critics 
by whom it has never been carefully lead 

Attacks on the Bible — ^The Bible has been the ob- 
]ect of unceasmg attack " Assailants have appeared 
and vanished, each proclaiming, ]ust as he himself 
went to the bottom, that he had given the Bible its 
death-blow ! Somehow, however, that singular book 
continues to flouiish, to propagate itself, to speak all 
languages, to intermingle more and more with the 
literature of all civilised nations ” 

Disraeli, the great English statesman, expressed the 
following opinion with regard to the piesent attacks 
upon the Bible — 

“ There is no reason to bebeve that the Teutonic rebclbon 
of this century against the Dmne truths inDrusted to the 
Semites will ultimately meet with more success than the 
Celtio insurrcctioa of the preceding age Both have been 
sustained by the highest intelleotnal gifts that human nature 
has evei displayed , but when the tumult subsides the Dmne 
truths are found to be not less prevalent than before, and 
simply because they are dmne Man brings to the study of 
the oracles more learning and more criticism than of yore , 
and it IB well that it should be so The documents will yet 
bear a greater amount both of erudition and examination than 
they have received, but the word of God is eternal, and will 
survive the spheres ” 

Tbe opmion of Gladstone migbt be quoted to the 
same effect 

Structure cf the Bible — ^It is readily admitted that 
tbe Bible is not in tbe form wbicb some persons might 
expect a revelation to assume It consists of sixty-six 
different books, wntten by forty authors, at different 
periods of time, over a space of more than fifteen 
centunes. 
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Instraction mast be suited to the circumstances of 
the person taught In the ** childhood of the world,” 
tiuth could be made known only to the extent and in 
the way in which it could be received It had to be 
adapted to the age , not too much lu advance of it 
Abstract truth does not impress people in a low state 
of civilization In the eailier books of the Bible 
especially, figurative language is largely employed 
God IS said to have arms, eyes, a heart, and other parts 
of a human body, to express His power, wisdom, love, 
and other attributes He is said to repent, to rejoice, 
and to be angry this is a way of speakmg as if 
things affected Him as they do us He is a shield, a 
strong tower, and a rock of defence, to show what 
He IS to His people 

The Bible is a faithful record It describes the 
faults of good men as well as their virtues But it 
does not palhate vice or hold it up to imitation 

In making laws for a people just brought out from 
slavery, then low moral and spiritual condition had 
to be considered Certain evils were tolerated to pre- 
vent, in some cases, greater ones Slavery pi evented 
the massacre of multitudes in war 

In the Bible theie is the Law of Progress The Old 
Testament dispensation was a sterner one than the 
Hew. David was a good man, but his standard was 
far below that of Jesus Christ 

Evidences of Chnstianzty. — ^The Bible is received 
by Christians as a revelation of God’s will, or it is said 
to be inspired What is understood by this, need not 
bo discussed at present It is sufficient that the Bible 
be regarded as a book deserving of careful study 
Hor, at this stage, is an examination of the Evidences 
of Ohiistianity recommended They are very volnmi- 
nons The following list, abridged from Mansel, in- 
cludes only some departments of them — 

" The genuineness ond authenticity of the documents , the 
judgment and good faith of the writers , the testimony to the 
actual occuricnce of prophecies and miracles , the character 
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of the Teacher Ehraself , those ntes and ceremonies of the 
elder Lair, so significant as t^ical of Christ, so strange and 
meanmgless without Him , the predictions of the promised 
i^fessiah , tlie history of the rise and progi ess of Ohristiamty, 
and its comparison wich that of other religions , the ablity or 
inability of unman means to bring abont results which it 
actually accomplished , its antagonism to the current ideas of 
the ago and country of its origin , its effects os a system on the 
moral and social condition of subsequent generations of man* 
kind , its fitness to satisfy the wants and console the sufferings 
of ihuman nature , the character of those by whom it was firat 
promulgated and received , the suffenngs which attested the 
sincerity of their convictions , the mutual contradictions of 
conflicting theories of unbelief, and the inadequacy of all of 
thorn to explain the facts for which they are bound to account ” 

On eacli of the above points, an^ on many of a similar 
character, elaborate treatises have been written 
The force of moral evidence depends largely upon 
the state of the person by whom it is weighed ITo 
man who is living in known sm can jnstly expect to 
arrive at religions truth The necessity of earnestness, 
humility, and prayer, has been noticed in a previous 
Paper 

While there are convincing proofs of the inspiration 
of the Bible, it must not be supposed that the truth of 
Christianity turns upon this point If the account 
given in the Gospels of Christ and His teaching be 
true, all that is essential in Christianity is established 
Coleridge said, " Don^t talk to me of the Evidences 
of Christianity —Try it The promise of Jesus Chiist 
is, “ If any man willeth to do His will, he shall know 
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I 
speak from Myself” The best way to judge of 
Christianity is to follow Coleridge^s advice, Tty it 

Study of the Bible— When neai the end of life, Di 
Johnson gave the following advice to a young man 
Attend to the voice of one who has possessed a cer- 
tain degree of fame in the world, and who will shortly 
appear before his Maker read the Bible every dav of 
your life ” ^ 
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The counsel of Dr Johnson is earnestly urged upon 
every ** seeker after truth ’* The good obtained from 
the study of the Bible vnll depend upon its nature 
If a person, ignorant of geometiy, took up Euclid, 
read a little at one place, then a little at another, skip- 
ping backwards and forwards, the result would be 
worthless John Wesley, a very good and useful man, 
who lived last century, tells ns how to read the Bible : 

“ I am a creature of a day, passing through life as an arrow 
through the air 1 am a spirit come from (yod, and retnrmng 
to Gkid , jusc hoverms over the great gulf, till a few moments 
hence I am no more seen' 1 drop mto an unchangeable 
etermly ’ 

“ I want to know one thing, the way to heaven ; how to 
land safe on that happy shore God Himself has condescend- 
ed to teach the wav, tor this very end He came from heaven 
He has written it down m a hook O give me that book * At 
any price give me the book of God 

“ I have it Here then 1 am, far from the bnsy ways of men 
I sit down alone , only God is here In His presence I open, 
I read His Book, for this end — to find the way to heaven. 

“ Is there a doubt concerning the meaning of what I read ? 
Does anythmg appear dark and mtncate ? I lift np my heart 
to the Father of Lights — ^Lord’ is it not Thy Word? Thou 
hast said ‘ If any he willing to do Thy will. He shall know ’ I 
am wiUmg to do, let me ctow Thy wilL I then search after 
and con^der parallel passages of Scripture I meditate 
thereon with all the attention and earnestness of which my 
mmd IS capable If any doubt still remams, I consult those 
who are experienced in the things of God, and then the 
wntmgs whereby being dead they yet speak ” 

Tbe Bible read lu tbis way will not be studied in 
vain The portions wbicb should first be selected will 
be uonced in another Paper 

Dryden, a great English poet, has the following 
verses on the Divine origin of the Bible — ‘ 

Whence, but from Heaven, could men nnskili’d in arts. 

In several ages bom, in several parts. 

Weave such agreeing tmths ® or now, or why. 

Should all conspire to cheat ns with a lie ? 

ITnask’d their ^ins, ungrateful their advice. 

Starving their gam, and martyrdom their pnce. 
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If on the book itself -we cast our vieiT, 

Oonctnrent heathens prove the story true 
The doctrine, miracles , which mast convince, 

For Heaven m thorn appeals to human sense 
And'though they prove not they confirm the cause, 
"When what is taught agrees with nature's laws 

Therefore the style, miuestic and divme. 

It speaks no leas than God in every line 
Gommandmg words , whose force is still the same 
As the first fiat that produced onr frame 
All faiths beside, or did by arms ascend , 

Or sense indulg’d has made mankind their fnend , 

This only doctrine does our lusts oppose 
Unfed by nature’s soil, in which it grows , 

Oross to our interests, curbmg sense and sin. 
Oppress’d without, and undermin’d within 
It thrives through pam , its own tormentors tires. 
And with a stubborn patience still aspires 


IX. — Jesus Cheist. 

Liddon says, “No educated man, at least, whatever 
he his faith or his life, can deny the reality or the 
greatness of Christ’s place in human history Nothing 
is more certain in the annals of mankind than this, 
that Jesus Christ lived in Palestine, and was put to 
death eighteen centuiies and a half ago. The fact 
belongs to general human knowledge, ]ust as much 
as does the life of Julius Cmsar, or of Alexander the 
Great, or of Socrates, or of Mahomet ” 

Testunojues to iTesas Christ —The following ex- 
tracts show how Jesus Christ has been regarded by 
noted men of different opinions and countries 

Keshah Olmndra Sen says — 

" I chensh the profoundesb reverence for the character of 
Jesus, and the lofiy ideal of moral truth which he taught and 
lived ” 

The closing words of Shakespeare’s will are these 

“I commend my soul into the hands of God, my Creator 
hoping and assuredly behevmg, through the only ments of 
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Jesns Clirisb, mj Sayionr, to be made partaker oi life erer- 
lastiDg ” 

Goethe, tbe great German writer, says — 

“I esteem the Gospels to bo thoroughly genuine, ^for there 
shines forth from them the rofiected spiondonr of a sublimity, 
proceeding from the person of Jesus Christ, and of as dirine 
kmd as rras ever manifested upon earth " 

Renan, the brilliant French writer, says — 

“ Jesns IB in every respect unique, and nothmg can be com- 
pared With him This Ghnst of the Gospels is the most 
Dcautcons incarnation of God, in the hurest of forms, viz , 
moral man — God m man For long ages yet Ho is King, His 
beauty is eternal. His reign shall have no end So long as 
one noble heart shall yenm after moral beauty, whilst one lofty 
soul shall he seized with joyful eostacy before the realization 
of the divine, Christ will have wot shippers by reason of that 
part of His being which is truly eternal ” 

John Stuart Mtll says* — 

" Whatever else may be taken away from us by rational 
criticism, Christ IS still left — a unique hgure, not more unhke 
all His precursors than all His followers, even those who had 
the direct benefit of His personal teaching It is of no nse to 
say that Christ, os exhibited in the Gospels, is not historical, 
and that we know not how much of what is admirable has been 
snpemdded by the tradition of His followers Who among 
Has disciples, or among their proselytes, was capable of in- 
venting the sayings asenbed to Jesus, or of imaginmg the 
life and obaracter revealed in the Gospels? Oeitainly not 
the fishermen of Galileo — still loss the early Ohnstinn wnteis 
About the life and sayings of Jesns there is a stamp of per- 
sonal onginnlity combined with profundity of mi^ht whioh 
must place the Prophet of Nazareth, oven in the estimation of 
those who have no belief in His inspirotion, in the very first 
rank of the men of sublime gemus of whom our species can 
boast When tbis pre-omment genius is combined with the 
qualities of probably the greatest moral reformer and martyr 
to that mission who ever existed upon earth, religion cannot 
bo said to have made a bad choice in pitohmg upon this man 
as the ideal representative and guide of humanity , nor even 
now would it bo easy, oven for an unbeliever, to ^d a better 
translation of the rule of virtue from the abstract into the 
concrete, than to endeavour so to live that Christ would 
approve our hfe ” 

6 
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Carlyle says — - 

“ The fadings of the most important event ever transacted 
in the -world is the life and death of the Divine Man in Judea, 
at once the symptom and cause of immeasurable changes to 
all people in the world ” 

“ Jesus of Nazareth, our divinest symbol ’ Higher has the 
human thoughts not reached A symbol of quite perenmal, 
infinite character, whose significance -will ever demand to be 
anew inquired into, and anew made manifest ” 

Lecky, the English histoiian, thus shows the effects 
of Christ’s life — 

“ It was reserved for Christianity to present to the world 
a character, which, through all the changes of eighteen cen- 
turies, has inspired the hearts of men with an impassioned 
love has shown itself capable of acting on all ages, tem- 
peraments, and conditions, has been not only the highest 
pattern of virtue, but the strongest incentive to its practice , 
and has exercised so deep an mfiuence, that the simple record 
of three years of active life has done more to regenerate and 
soften mantod than all the discussions of philosophers and 
all the e^ortafaons of moralists ” 

Tesfamouies, like the foregoing, show how deserving 
the life of Chnst is of the most careful study Not 
to be interested in the life of Jesus Chnst,” says Lid- 
don, ^^13 to be, I do not say ii religions, but unintelli- 
gent It 18 to be insensible to the nature and claims 
of the most powerful force that has ever moulded the 
thought and swayed the destmies of embzed man ” 

laves of Chnst — Two apostles, Matthew and John, 
and two companions of the apostles, Mark and Luke, 
have written lives of Chnst All that is assumed at 
present is that the wnters were honest men, who had 
good opportunities of seeing or hearing about what 
they wrote, and were sufficiently intelbgent to form 
reasonable opinions about what they saw and heard ” 

The reader is recommended to begin with the Gos- 
pel of Luke, as it was originally written for a convert 
to Christianity When it has been carefully read, the 
other Gospels should be taken up A Bible, with mai- 
gmal references and maps, is very desirable The 
former show where the same event is referred to in the 
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other Gospels, often tin owing additional light npon 
it , the latter give a cleaier view of the geography of 
the country 

The Rev T B Slater has the following beautiful 
sketJi of the life of Christ, apart fiom the snpeioa> 
tuial element — 

“ His figure rises before you among the little hills of Gali- 
lee A Jewish peasant, young, poor, unednoated, the reputed 
sou of a carpenter, emerges from n despised country town 
"Without the prestige of yeais, with no authority derived 
from the Icnnicd councils of His nation, with no patronage 
and security of the civil power. He commences to teach the 
people For three short years He wandered through the cities , 
villages, and roads of Palestine, going about ' domg good,’ a 
figure of sublime simplicity and holy beauty, mo^g about 
dignified, calm, and lowly, in all scenes and circles of human 
life, astonishing the great, perplesiug the learned, soothing 
the sad, helping the needy, ministering to the sick, cheering 
the outcast, and charming the young , now disonssing with 
llabbis in the Jewish temple, now riveting the attention of 
ciowds in the synagogue, now mingling with the guests at a 
marrioge feast, now eating with publicans and sinners, now 
weeping with mourners nt a grave, now standmg by the bed 
of sickness, now sitting in tho house of a leper, now caressing 
little children in His arms Brave ns the hardiest warrior, 
yet tender as tho gentlest woman, wise as tho profoundcst 
philosopher, and yet simple as tho simplest child. Ho was 
adapted to all society, to every condition, and to any season 
Stately as tho grandest monarch. Ho was yet accessible to all 
Donondont for support on friends, and often having not where 
to lay His head, Ho yet never paid court to, fawned npon, or 
flattered, a single man With truth upon His brow, equity 
m His eye, love upon His lip, and blessing in His hanoC He 
moved about a strange, powerful, fascinating man Hypocrites 
hated Him, tho opoiily piofligato feared Him, tho down-trod- 
den hoped 111 Him, the ^od loved Him Ho man ever before 
was so just, so fearless, so sympathizing No man before as- 
sei ted tho perfect equality of all men in the sight of God, the 
equal pi ocionsness of tho souls of pnest and potentate and 
outcast sinner Never was there a nature that took such com- 
passion on unworthincss , that took such account of the weak, 
tho neglected, tho despised, the worthless and the wicked 
Ho told all men that God was their universal Father , that Ho 
loved them, pitied them, and longed to purify and save them 
Ho insisted, in tho name of God, on a perfoot morality, on 
truth and puiity in the inward paits, on cleanliness of heart, 
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on the snbjection of self and selfish aims and actions, and 
a generous love to God and men He rebuked mth inflexible 
sternness the covetous, the proud, the treacherous , He with- 
ered with a look of truth ana indignation the hypocritical and 
cruel, never sparing the highest and most learned class , He 
spoke words of encouragement and strength to the penitent 
and humble, and ohensh^ed with the kindest touch the feeble 
germ of right feeling and upward aspiration within the weak- 
est heart In short, He lived and spake and acted in such a 
way, that had men yielded to his life, and practised what He 
taught, and received the priceless blessing of his deeds, sin- 
ners eveiywhere would have become saints, and earth would 
have become like heaven Ambition, oppression, &aud, dis- 
sension, crime of every land, and horna war, would have 
ceased to be, for all men would have lived and loved as 
brethren This was the practical and necessary result of the 
life and teaching of Jesus Christ A few brave and honest 
men, danng to be free, and determmed to be true, did gather 
round Him, He simply called them to follow Him, and their 
hearts bowed to a beauty they conld not resist, and their 
consciences to a power they conld not oppose , and th^ left 
their worldly avocations, and became His disciples, and in 
some measure, bke Him in their characters , and they went 
forth to preach the Gospel, and the Ohnstiamty that is wide 
as the world to day has ^own out of their humble efforts. 
But Ho— their Master and Instructor, their Pnend, and the 
Pnend of all men, can we beheve it P was, on account of the 
truth He uttered, the testimony He bore to the loving, righte- 
ous character of God, the good He sought to do, ‘ taken, and, 
by wicked hands, cmcified and slam 

Dr Jardine, formerly of Calcutta, thus draws atten- 
tion to some charaoteristio features m the public 
ministry of Christ, purposely omitted in the foregoing 
outlinef — 

“ Perhaps the most striking of these features is, the swper- 
human character which Jesus assumed. Although Ho usually 
caUed Himself the Son of mam thus apparently identifymg 
Himself with human life and human mterests, yet every where 
throughout His pubho life there were oontmnally bursting 
forth mdications of a consciousness that He was-iiot a mere 
man In the face of the stormy waves of Gennesareth, He 
jould say with calm dignity ‘Peace, be still ’ Roanng de- 

* Ood Revealed, pp 123 6 

+ What to Believe, pp 129 131 Mr Slater treats more folly of the 

too potato. So. 
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moniaos, obedient to a irord from His month, sat down quietly 
at His feet in their right mind To the cripple or the paralytic 
Ho would say, ‘Anse, take up thy bed and walk ’ To Laearus 
who had been four days in the tomb near Bethany, He spoke 
with a word of power, * Lazarus, come forth * His moral acts 
were just as superhaman m their character "Thy sms be 
forgiven thee,’ was a nsnal sentence of His to the penitent 
sinners who appeared before Him Hor was the tone of his 
teaching inconsistent with the superhuman ebaractei of His 
actions ‘He spoke with authority and not as the scribes,’ 
who were mere espoundors of the Mosaic law and traditions 
of the elders He did not hesitate to place Himself in a higher 
imsition than any of the groat teachers who had gone befoie 
Him Hay, He professed to have such a direct comrauincation 
with God as hud never been claimed before, and to be as Ho 
called Himself, ‘ The Light of the World ’ Unlike all ordinary 
human beings, He had no consciousness of sin , not a woi d can 
bo found amongst nil His recorded sayings which conveys the 
shadow of a suspicion that in his mind there ever appeared 
the idea of His own personal sinfulness These f eatui es 

of His life will, I think, satisfy you that He claimed a super* 
human chnractoi , no ordinary mon ever acts or speaks m 
these ways or makes such claims as these, nay, still farther, 
I think I may challcngo you to point out a single greet robgi- 
ous teacher m the whole history of the world n ho over com- 
bined the features pointed out in this paragraph ” 

The birth of Jesus Christ was foretold many centu- 
ries before He appeared. Immediately after the fall, 
the promise was given, that the seed of the woman 
shonid bruise the head of the serpent , He was to be 
descended from Abrabam, of the tribe of Judah, and 
the family of David , his birthplace was to be Bethle- 
hem, His mother a vngm , a forerunner was to an- 
nounce His coming , He was to preach good tidings to 
the meek , the eyes of the blind were to be opened, and 
the oars of the deaf to be unstopped , He was to enter 
Jernsalem as a king, but lowly, and riding upon an 
ass ,” He was to be rejected and betrayed for thirty 
pieces of silver , His hands and feet were to bo pierced. 
Bat He was not to remain in the grave , He was to 
ascend on high, and sit at the light hand of God 

The above piedictions, and many others, aie found 
m the Old Testament, the latest book of which was 
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wiitten foul centuiies befoie tLe coming of Ohpisfc, 
and the whole of which was tianslated into Gieek m 
the thud ceutuij befote Giiiist 

The only snflSicient explanation is that Jesus Christ 
was God-man — God manifested in man 

The idea of a Divine incai nation is familiar to the 
Hindus Krishna says m the Bhagavad Gita^ “ Wheu- 
soever religion fades and iiieligion pievails, then 
I produce myself ** The expectation is general in 
India^ that the tenth oi Kalki Avatara has yet to 
come, when Vishnu, on a white hoise, will destioy 
iniquity, and establish righteousness The gi eat ti uth, 
thus perveited, finds its accomplishment in Jesus 
Chiist, the NiahKalanha, oi spotless, Avatdia 

The objection may be laised that it is tmprobable 
that the Son of God would consent to become man, 
to be reviled, buffeted, and put to death Baines gives 
the followmg reply — 

" Men are very incompetent judges of what a Divine Being 
may be willing to endure Who shonld suppose, beforehand, 
that Ood would submit to blasphemy and rebuke ? Yet whnt 
being has been evoi moio calumniated? Who has been the 
object of more scorn? What is the daily offenng that goes 
up from the wide world to the Maker of all worlds ? There is 
not a nation that does not daily send np a dense olond of 
obscenity and profanenoss ns its offering To our muids it is 
no more strange that the Son of God should have borne re- 
proach and pain with patience for thirty years, than that the 
God of creation should bear all this from age to age, and as 
an offenng from the wide world ” 

“ Jesus Christ is not merely the Teacher, but the 
substance of Christianity, not meiely the author of the 
faith which Chiistians piofess, but its central object ” 
The " religion of Christ” ** means the piety, the sub- 
mission of thought and heait, the sense of obligation, 
the voluntary enthusiastic service of which He, to- 
gether and equally with the Father, is the nghtful and 
everlasting object , which, when He was on earth, He 
claimed as His due , and which has been rendered to 
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Hun tor more than eiffhfceen hundred years by the 
best and noblest of the human lace ” 

The Trinity — Hieio, king of Sicily, said to Simon- 
ides, " what IS G-od The philosopher asked a day to 
consider it When the king required liis answei the 
next day, Simonides begged two days moie As he 
kept constantly desiring double the number which he 
had required befoie instead of giving his answer , the 
king asked his reason ** Because,” replied the sage, 
** the longer I meditate on it, the more obscure it 
appears to me.^’ Our own existence is beyond our 
comprehension It is reasonable to suppose that the 
nature of God is far moie mysteiions 

Tlie Bible most emphatically asserts the Divine 
Unity "Hear, 0 Israel the Lord our God is one Lord ,” 

the Lord is God, and there is none else ,” " God is 
one ” At the same time, we learn from the Sci iptures, 
that, in the Godhead, theie are three Persons of equal 
eternity, power, and majesty, called Fathei, Ron, and 
Holy Ghost This union of three in one is called the 
Trimly, though the term itself does not occur m the 
Bible 

There may seem to bo a contradiction in saying that 
God 18 one and yet thiee It inny be asked, how can 
one bo tluoe and three one ? This objection might be 
valid if the terms weie nndei stood in the same sense m 
each case But an illustration will show that a living 
being may bo one in one sense and thiee in another 
hlan IS a unit, yet he consists of body, soul, and spirit 
While the compaiison is by no means parallel, and can, 
in no degree, assist us in comprehending the Trinity, 
it shows that it does not involve any contmdiction 

Again, it should bo nndoi stood that when Jesus 
Christ IS called the Son of God, the meaning is not that 
He 18 a Son born in the ordinary way This supposi- 
tion weie blasphemy "It must be evident,” sajs 
Archdeacon Pratt, " that the language is hgurative, 
and that that pait only of the iiguie is used (as is 
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always the case in using emblems) winch is suitable 
to the occasion ” 

Dr Jardine has the following remarks on this subject 

** Christ, before He left His disciples, commissioned them to 
* Go into all the ivorld and preach the gospel to every creature, 
baptisi^ them m the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the ^ly Ghost,’ thus apparently implying that the Divine 
nature from which men were to draw their spiritnal life and 
nourishment is three fold And aocordmgly the Christian 
Church has from the beginning ascribed divine honours and a 
divme name equally to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost 

“Thus far 1 have stated to you simply and in His own 
recorded language what Christ has revealed regarding the 
divme nature and functions Perhaps yon wish to have the 
relations of the Father, Son, and the Holy Ghost to one another 
and to men and to the universe more fully explained and more 
clearly defined I scarcely &ink that it would be wise to 
attempt this The objects and relations of the heavenly king 
dom are not directly known to us, and indeed are of such a 
nature that they cannot become directly known to ns And if 
we attempt to explain or define them, that is, to express them 
in such terms that we can thoroughly understand them, it is 
more than likely that we shall simply lead ourselves mto dif* 
ficulties And there is no reason to suppose that even the 
retielahon which Chnst professed to have made is an absolutely 
accurate or complete manifestation of the invisible 'We must 
remember that this revelation was necessarily brought down 
to the level of our comprehension , human relations, especially 
that of father to son, were made use of to illustrate divine 
relations But we are sure that nothing merely human can 
offer an adequate or complete analogy to the divine , and con- 
sequentW when we are told that there are a Father, and a 
Son, and a Holy Spirit who from all eternity have been to- 
gether, and have exercised special functions in the creation, 
preservation, and salvation of the material and moral universe, 
we are to think, not that we know the absolute and complete 
truth, but that the truth has been presented to us in such a 
form that we can xmderstand as much of it ns is needful for 
us at present The wonderful mysteries of the invisible kmg- 
dom have been clothed in forms smted as far as possible to 
our human comprehension but still * we see through a glass 
darkly,’ and we must not delude ourselves with the belief 
either that we understand them now or ever will understand 
them thoroughly However, enongh has been revealed regard- 
mg the wonderful love of the divme Being, and the ways of 
His workmg m the universe, and especially the great work 
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of the Son and Spirit in effecting human salvation, to inspire 
us with confidence in the Saviour and fill our minds with 
wonder, love, and praise ”* 


A HYMN TO CHRIST 

0 Lamb of Grod, once wounded. 

With grief and pain weighed down. 

Thy sacred head surrounded 
With thorns. Thine only crown ! 

How pale art Thou with anguish, 

With sore abuse and scorn I 
How does that visage languish. 

Which once was bright as mom 1 

0 Lord of life and glory, 

^^at bliss till now was Thme ! 

1 read the wondrous story, 

I joy to call Thee mine 

Thy grief and Thy compassion 
Were all for sinners’ gam , 

Mine, mine was the transgression, 

But Thme the deadly pam 

What language shall I borrow, 

To praise Thee, heavenly Pnend, 

Ror this Thy dying sorrow. 

Thy pity without end P 
Lord, makd me Thme for ever. 

Nor let me faithless prove , 

Oh 1 let me, never, never 
Abuse Thy dymg love ' 

Be near me, Lord, when dying , 

Show Thou Thyself to me , 

And, for my ancconr 8jmg, 

Come, Lord, to set me free * 

These eyes, new faith receivmg. 

From Jesus shall not move, 

For he who dies believing 
Dies safely through Thy love 

St Bbbi7abi> 


* What to SeUevc, pp 194fl96 
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X. — The Object op Cheist’s Incaenation 

The object of Christ’s mcarnation is one of the most 
impoitaabdoctiines of Olnistnmity, while, at the same 
time, perhaps none has been more misunderstood 
Distoited views of it are ouiroiit, nhich are opposed 
to reason and justice On the other hand, lightly 
comprehended, it displays most gloiiously the Divine 
pel fecbious 

Grod cieated man holy Happiness was to be the 
reward of obedience , death was to be the penalty of 
tiansgression Adam, the fiisb man, disobeyed God, 
and his posterity have trodden in his footsteps All 
manlcind aie guilty and deserve punishment 
The great question is, must the whole human race 
perish ^ 01 can any plan be devised by which they can 
be saved consistently with justice ? 

Why free Pardon impossible — ^16 may be said, that 
as an earthly parent forgives a repentant child, so we 
may be pai doned by our Heavenly Father But a very 
important distinction Las already been pointed out. 
God IS our Sovereign as well as om Father If a king 
were to pardon offenders upon their repentance, his 
laws would soon be disregaided, and bis whole realm 
would be deluged with crime A distinguished juiist 
says, " Forg’iveness is a viituo only when justice is 
satisfied Without this it is not a fiiend but a foe to 
society ” And there are other reasons. 

The relation in which God stands to His intelligent 
creatures is that of a moral governor, who has given 
them a la.w~to the transgression of which He has 
attached the heaviest of penalties This law is not a 
mere aibitrary exmession of the Divine will, hut is 
based on the nece-ssary and eternal distinction between 
Dgbt and wrong What it commands is eternally i ight 
foibids IS eternally evil Penalty, as 
attached to transgression, is not a meie expedient to 
oter men fiom committing it, and so to pievent the 
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iD]ury to His creatures which would result from its 
prevalence. First and foremost is penalty designed to 
mark sin as intrinsically vile and hateful, and to do 
homage to the eternal law that wrong-doing deserves 
to suffer — a law which is written upon the human heart, 
and which our very consciousness of moral responsi- 
bility teaches ns. 

The feeling is universal, that man is a sinner, and 
that sin deserves punishment The most momentous 
inquiry that can agitate the human breast is. How can 
I, a consciously guilty, sm-polluted being, be delivered 
from this load of evil, obtain forgiveness, and be re- 
stored to the Divine favour 

Vicarious Suffering — Ftcarioiwt means acting or 
suffenng for another While men have acknowledged 
themselves to be sinful and deserving of punishment, 
from the earliest times the hope has been entertained 
that some mode of deliverance might be found 

Piopitiatory sacrifices} are the effort to solve this 
great problem In them is expressed the need of re- 
conciliation, and that the way to it is through suffer- 
ing. Sacrifices were either originally appointed by 
God Himself, or they spring fiom instincts so univer- 
sal as to be inseparable from human nature There 
is no other conceivable alternative that can account for 
their universal existence during all ages and among 
all nations of mankind 

The idea that pervades sacnfices is that of substi- 
tution It was sometimes expressed in words " We 
give thee this life instead of ouis” The offerer 
acknowledged guilt, and confessed that he deserved 
punishment, but hoped that God would accept the 
victim in his stead 

The old Aryans had this belief The most promi- 
nent feature of the Vodic leligiou,'^ says the Kev K 

• Abridged from " Tboorics of tho Atonomont/' by Professor 
Cbalmors 

+ From vietj, obango Tiecroy, one wbo acts for a king or qnecn 

X Intended to scenro pardon 
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S Macdonald, is ifcs sacrifices Scarcely a liymn is 
found in which sacrifice is not alluded to The very 
first verse of the very first hymn runs , * I glorify Agni, 
the purohit of the sacrifice * ” Another hymn says, 
“ Do thou lead us safe through all sins by the way of 
sacrifice ” The Tandya Malta Brdlmana of the Sama 
Veda says of sacrifice, ‘ Whatever sins we have com- 
mitted, knowing or unknowing, thou art the annulment 
thereof. Thou art the annulment of sin — of sin 

Ordinary life is full of examples of vicarious suffer- 
ing. 

^^We all suffer for each other and gam by each 
other’s sufferings Parents work and endure pain that 
their children may prosper , children suffer for the sin 
of their parents, who have died before it bore frnit 
Sometimes it is a compulsory, sometimes a willing 
mediation The punishment which is earned by the 
husband falls upon the wife, the benefits in which all 
classes partake are wrought out by the unhealthy or 
dangerous toil of the few Soldiers endui e wounds and 
death for those who sit at home ’’ Another writer says, 
** We cannot look over the history of liumanity without 
at once perceiving that the greatest benefactors of 
their species have generally been the greatest sufferers 
—•the scaffold of the patriot and the stake of the 
martyr being the reward commonly assigned to those 
who have acquitted themselves the most generously 
towards their fellowmen, whether for this world or the 
next ” 

Truths are taught to children as they are able to 
receive them, and in a form which is intelligible The 
whole human race has been undergoing a process of 
education, as well as its individual members Sacri- 
fices were enjoined among the Tews to convey to their 
niinds, through the senses, a deep feeling of the evil 
of sin and its terrible consequences "While they 
beheld the dark volume of smoke ascending from the 


* The Vedio Religion, pp 72, 76 




X TKT OTJtCX or CHPIST’s INCAE^ATIOX 


73 


lire tint consnraed the S'lcnfice wbich vris hvrning t?i 
t}dr st cin, lio\r awfol must bore been the impression 
of tbo desert of sin, made bv tint d*'rk volume of 
a^cendinif smoke ! The idea was distinct and deeply 
impressed that God’s justice wes a consuming fire to 
sinners j and that tbetr souls escaped only through a 
iicaTious atonement 

* Every altar of sncnficc stood forth as a protest of 
human conscience against the notion, that repentance 
alone IS su2,i,icmt to evp’ate guilt, and constitutes all 
the atonement required It was the world’s attestation 
to the solemn truth emphatically taught in Scripture, 
upon which Christianity itself is founded, and in re- 
foreuce to winch alone it has any worth or precious- 
ncss for a guiU-smtttea sonl — the truth, that ' without 
shedding of blood there is no remission ’ ” 

Objects of Christs atonement —The word cionenemt 
litoraMy moans a bnnging to be at one Christ’s atone- 
ment d€no*e5 the esrpt itiou of sin through His obedi- 
ence and saftenugs The object was not to render God 
merciful The atonement originated in the love of the 
Father It wa^ to show thit He is a Holy God in 
hating Mil, n righteous God xu punishing it, and a 
merciful God at the same time in foig^inng it The 
folbwing uarraMve from Greek history has been used 
as an inustration 
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letter of the la-w was not oompliod with, bnt the spirit of it 
was exceeded ”* 

“ The case is not adduced os a perfect parallel to the atone- 
ment of Christ, but simply as an illustration of its pnnciples, 
ns tending to show that atonement may be as effectually made 
by substitution, as by the suffering of the real -offender 

God, in His great lore to men, proposed as it were 
that His only begotten Son should become tbeir sub- 
stitute, aud suffer in their stead The Son gladly 
consented, saying, “ Lo I come “ I delight to do 
Thy will ” 

As it was man who bad sinned, it was necessary that 
the Son of God should take upon Him human nature 
At the appointed time. He became incai nate He lived 
on earth foi thirty-thiee years, a period of time equal- 
ling the average duration of a human life He endured 
all the soirows which afflict humanity, and so com- 
pletely accomplished the work He had undei taken, 
that on the cross He could say, “ It is finished 

The Bible describes Jesus Ohiist as our Represen- 
tative It tells us that “ He bore oui sins in His own 
body on the tree ,” that the Lord laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all ,” that He “ redeemed us from the 
curse, being made a oui se for us Jesus is one , we 
are millions , but His Dmne nature gave an infinite 
value to His sacrifice A single diamond, like the 
Koh-P-imr, is worth more than crores of ordinary peb- 
bles God can now pardon the sinner who comes to 
Him, seeking forgiveness on account of his surety 
The above is only one effect of Christ’s atonement 
It 13 intended to have n most salutaiy influence upon 
the sinner himself This may be explained, though 
very imperfectly, by the following illustration 

A son leaves the house of a wise, affectionate, and 
good father, and goes to a far counti y, where he asso- 
ciates with vile companions His father yeains over 

• This made snoh an impression upon the people, that while 
Zalenons presided over the Loonans, no person was asrain found 
gnilty of adultery 

t The Anwtous Inquirer, by J A, James 
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him, and sends loving messages, urging him to come 
home , bnt the sou turns a deaf ear to his entreaties 
At last the father goes in search of his son "When he 
airives, the son is amusing himself by swimming in a 
deep tank He is suddenly seized with ciamp, and is 
sinking in the wateis The father plunges in, and at 
the risk of own life lescues his son What ought to be 
the effect of this ? Should it not melt the son to peni- 
tence and love ^ If he resisted, would he not be justly 
regal ded as a hardened repiobate, who deserved to be 
left to eat of the fruit of his own ways ?” God oui 
heavenly Father says, “Turn, 0 backsliding children 
but men, naturally, would go farther and farther from 
Him. The death of Ohiist on our account, the strong- 
est proof of the Father’s love, is the most poweiful 
means which can be employed to awaken in ns a sense 
of oni gnilt and a desire to seek reconciliation 

The Rev. T. E Slater, in his chapter on the " Insuf- 
ficiency of Brahmism” shows that the want of the 
above is ''the fatal missing link, absent in all non- 
Christian systems, viz , a dominant motnc to holmest, 

• — that moral dynamic* which the Gospel of Christ 
alone can furnish ” 

“ For, the great question is, what will indifco men to repent 
and to reform, to be ‘ alive unto God ?’ Chandra Sen says, in 
his lecture on “ Regenerating Faith,” that men want ‘ a new 
life,’ and that ‘ the simple creed of the love of God’ will ‘ effect 
the regeneration of their souls from sin ’ But a mere creed 
has aliraj s been powerless to redeem men Ethical and thco- 
lomcal teaching hare failed, again and again, to effect a spint- 
nal reformation among the nations Holiness may be insist- 
ed upon as the remedy for sin , but what is to induce the sin- 
ner who loves his sm so well, to take the remedy? That 
which Brahmism makes the Remedy, is in Christianity repre- 
sented ns the result of using the remedy It is Christ who 
helps us to pui ge away the sinfnl past before we feel able to 
advance towards God and to rejoice in Him It is Ohnst who, 
seeing the poor paralytic sinner, enalles him to arise and walk 
It IS God manifested in Christ, showing men how sin affects 
His Love, and how His Holiness recoils from evil, which is the 


♦Power, force 
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charm that breaks the spoil of sin It is the Cross of Christ, 
on which Holy Love is scon to suffer, and sin is scon in its real 
nature — a spoctnolo wo behold nowhere else — that is to ‘ draw 
all men’ imto the Father from whom they have strayed 

Objections — ^The Oliiistian doctrine of the Atone- 
ment has been assailed on vaiious grounds. Some of 
the objections are diametncallyopposedto one another 
“By one critic,” says Mansel, “the doctiine js le- 
jected because it is more consistent ivitb tbe infinite 
meioy of God to pardon sin freely, vnthout any atone- 
ment whatsoevei By another, because fiom the 
unchangeable nature of God’s laws it is impossible 
that sm can be pardoned at all ” The former would 
saciifice God’s justice, the latter His meicy. 

Another objection may be noticed It is maintained 
that it IS unjust that the innocent should suffer for the 
sms of the guilty, Newman Hall makes the following 
leply 

“It would indeed be most nnngbteous in any earthly 
ruler, were ho to seize an innocent peison, and make 
him suffer the sentence of the law, while the cnlpiit 
himself was allowed to escape Supposing, however, 
the purposes of law were equally accomplished, by 
an innocent person vuhmfarily submitting to death on 
behalf of a laige multitude of offendeis who must 
otherwise have died, there would be no depaiture fiom 
justice , neithei would any alaim be caused to the 
innocent, by the expectation of being themselves com- 
pelled to suffer for the guilty But if, by such volun- 
tary transfeience of suffering, those offenders weie also 
leclaimed and made good citizens, — and if moreovei 
he who became their substitute, weie lestored to life, 
and as the result of his mediation, weie laised to 
higher honour than befoie, not only justice would be 
satisfied, but benevolence would lejoice So with the 
saciifice of Christ He, the righteous, snffeied , that 
we, the umighteous, might escape But the act was 


• Keshab Chandra Sen, pp 16C, 167 
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rolnnfnrj Tlio snfft'ring of CLrist was brief, while 
His triumph is oveiHstuig ” 

As nlrca<?r mentioned, tho Atonement oiiginated in 
the loro of the Father If a son were scourged in the 
precenco of a parent, the latter would feel the etripes 
ns much as his child In like ninnuer, God tho Father, 
while inflicting the penalty of a broken law on Jesus 
Christ, mnst, speaking after tho manner of men, have 
suffered with Him 

The ends of justice are satisGed by the Atonement 
'While sin IS pardoned, sin itself is shown to be an 
mfinito c\ il If God spared not Ilis.own Son, when He 
stood in tho room of tho guiltr, Ho will not spare 
sinners when they stand on then own footing 

It should bo understood that illustrations of tho 
Atonement drawn from this life mnst be very imper- 
fect " 'flic case IS allogothci unparalleled and unique ” 
. Like tho loro in u Inch it originated, and which 
found in it tho channel along which it pours its bless- 
ings on mankind, there is m it 'a height and a depth, 
a length and a krendth, winch passetb knowledge 


Takisg Hrresr iv Curist 

Hock of Ages, cleft for me. 

Let me liitlo myself in Ihcc * 

L''t the water nntl the Wood, 

From fhy nven side* which flowed, 
Be of sin* the double cure, 

Cleanse mo from its guilt nnd power 

JCot the labours of mj hands 
Cnu fulfil Thy law’s demands , 

Could my resl no respite know, 
Could my tears for cicr flow, 

All for sin could not atone , 

Thou must Earo, and Thou alone 


« U ben the tide of Josns on tho cross was pierced by a spoor' 
blood and woter Ilou «.d ont 
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ITofcliing in my band I bnng , 

Simply to Thy cross I cling , 

Naked, como to Thee for dress , 
Helpless, look to Thee for grace ; 
Foul, I to the Fountain fly 
■Wash me Saviour, or I die ’ 

While I draw this fleeting breath, 
When my eyelids close in death, 

When I soar through tracts nnknon n. 
See Thee on Thy judgment-throne , 
Bock of Ages, cleft for me. 

Let me hide myself m Thee ' 

Topladt 


XI — ^The Way op Salvation. 

The question o£ questions is. What must I do to be- 
saved ? It is true that this is never asked by many 
Their sole inquiries are, What shall we eat ? How can 
we get wealth ? How can we raise ourselves to honoui ? 
But a summons, which cannot be resisted, will come 
to leave all earthly possessions — 

“ Thou inevitable day. 

When a voice to me shall say— 

‘ Thou must rise and como away , 

All thme other journeys post. 

Gird thee, and make ready fast 
For thy longest and thy last ’ ” 

It IS possible that men who have lived like brutes, 
without any concern about a future life, may die like 
brutes If, however, theie is serious thought about 
the eternity into which the dying man is about to en- 
ter the question is put with the most trembling soli- 
citude, “Wherewith shall I appear befoie the Lord 

Peculiarity of Christiamity —With one exception, 
all religions of the world teach that we are to be saved 
through our own merits We are naturally proud 
The Bible says, “Vain man would be wise, though born 
like a wiid ass's colt " He has also the presumption 
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to think that he may stand before God clothed in the 
filthy lobes of his own iighteousness The Hindus 
vainly suppose that they can wash away their sms by 
bathing in cei tain rivers, and merit heaven by gifts to 
temples and Biahmans The Muhammadans trust in 
then prayers, alras-giving, and pilgrimage to Mecca. 

Christianity, on the othei hand, declares that salva- 
tion is not of viorKn, but of grace If we enter heaven, 
it must be thiough the merits of another, not through 
our 01071 The truth of this ivill appear on a littlo 
consideration 

The laws of a country require perfect obedience. 
Suppose a thief and murderer were to leform, this 
would not atone foi the past if he live honestly and 
in pence, he does no more than his duty. So it is with 
the Divine govei nment We have been bi eaking God’s 
commands every day of oui lives. Even if we could 
herenftei yield perfect obedience, it would not blob 
out the long black catalogue already lecoided against 
us But there is no man, even the best on earth, who 
IS nob daily adding to his sins. Tried by our own 
actions, every mouth must be stopped, and the wholo 
world bo found guilty before God 

Way of Salvation — The following illustration will 
explain, m some measure, how we are to be saved — 

A boy was on the roof of a high building Suddenly 
his foot slipped, and he fell ovei In his descent, ho 
caught a rope, and hung suspended in mid air He 
could neithei get up noi down, and it was evident 
that he could sustain himself but a shoit time He 
expected that in a few minutes he must drop, and bo 
dashed to pieces 

lust then a kind and powerful man, standing below 
the boy with extended aims, cried out, "Let go the 
lope, and I will receive you I promise that yon shall 
escape unhurt ” 

Tlie boy hesitated a while, but at length dropped, 
safely into the arms of his deliverei . 
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The boy's danger is a representation of onr own 
He could neitbei get back to the place from which he 
fell, nor descend in safety to the ground, if no one 
had come to his rescue, he must have peiished We 
can neithei go back to innocence, nor make atonement 
for oui sins As the boy was saved by the interposi- 
tion of another, so we must be saved by Jesus Christ 
The youth hesitated at first, doubting the proffered 
aid, but his faith afterward was the means of his de- 
liverance J esus Christ says to us, Let go the 
rope of self-iighteousness , trust m me and I will 
save you " 

The believer thus responds — 

“ A guilty, weak, and helpless worm, 

On Thy kind arms I fall. 

Be Thon my strength and rigliteonsness, 

My Saviour and my all ” 

It IS very humbling to man’s pride to receive sal- 
vation as a free gift He would fam merit it, m some 
degiee, by his own good works, or at least render him- 
self more worthy of the boon Such a feeling is one of 
the greatest obstacles to the reception of the Gospel. 

“ If you tarry till you’re better, 

You will never come at all ” 

All the preparation requited is to feel your need of 
Salvation through Jesus Christ It is true that we 
need to be cleansed fiom sin , but this must be done 
after we come to Christ — not before Jesns Christ came 
to save sinners He invites the weary and heavy-laden 
to come to him They are not first to try to get rid of 
part of the buiden of sm The couise to be taken is 
well eicpressed in tbe following words — 

Just as I am, — without ono ploa, 

But that thy blood was shed foi me, 

And that Thon bidd’st mo come to Thee,— « 

0 Bamb of Gfod, I come * 

Just as I am, — and waiting not. 

To nd my soul of ono daik blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

0 Lamb of God, I come 1 
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Just ns I nm, — poor, wrctclicd, blind , 

Sip;ht, nchcs, hcnlin^ of the rauid, 

Yen, nil I need, in Thee to find, 

0 Lamb of God, I come ’ 

Just ns 1 nm,— Thou wilt receive, 

Wilt welcome pnrdon, elennse, relieve, 

IBecause Thy promise I behove, 

0 Lamb of God, I come ' 

Ifc may be briefly summed up m the cry, “ Lord, 
save me , I perish ” Disclaimuig all merit o£ oui own, 
we are to iccciie nnd res/ vpon Jesus Christ alone for 
silvnlion Like a diowmng man, when a plank is 
thrown towards him, wlio hrst catches hold of the 
plank, nnd then rests upon it, so should we first'take 
hold of Christ, or receive Him, and then continue to 
rest upon Him 

Hffccts — Salvation through grace is calculated to 
promote two feohugs of the utmost impoitance — 
hxmihhj and loic 

The more ignorant Hindus think the gift of a cow 
to a Brahman w ill secure heaven It is equally vain to 
suppose that we can be saved through any other fan- 
cied good works Boasting is cntnely excluded by 
salvation through Jesus Christ, nnd the spirit of humil- 
ity IS fostered Lo^ e is anothoi fooling awakened 
a person whom we disliked snied our life at the risk 
of his own, would not the alienation bo removed, and 
gratitude kindled ? Thus it is with the believer in 
Christ Formerly he regarded God ns an enemy to be 
fesied , now ho looks upon Hun as his greatest Bene- 
factor Everv thing else will follow in the tiain of 
lov e There will be unfeigned soi i ow for past offences, 
and an earnest desire to avoid lu futuie eveiy thing 
displeasing to God 

Objections — Some may object that fiee salvation 
thiough Chiist will tempt men to sin they consider 
puinshmenta and icwnrds necessary to secure obedi- 
euco But true love is the strongest of all motives A 
mother watches ovei her child with fai greatei care 
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than a slave who fears the lash, or a hireling who looks 
to his pay 

The believer, however, is not left to himself Jesns 
Christ uses the illustration " I am the vine, ye are the 
branches ” Through faith we aie united to Chiist, 
like a branch ingiafted upon a tree We share in 
His life, and become animated by His spirit 

The absolute necessity of faith may be easily un- 
derstood Unless we believe that Jesns is able to save 
us, we shall not go to Him, 

Doubters — ^While Jesus was on earth, a man in deep 
distress said to Him, Lord, I believe , help thou mine 
unbelief.” Though the readei may only be able to 

“ Stretch the lame hands of faith and giope,” 

let him go to Jesus, saying, 

Just as I am, — though toss’d about, 

With manj a conflict, many a doubt, 

Fightings and fears within, without, 

0 Lamb of God, I come I ” 

Tennyson thus desciibes the sincere inquirer — - 

“ Who tonched a jnrrmg lyre at first, 

But ever strove to moke it true 

Perplext in faith, but pure in deeds. 

At last he beat his mnsic out 
There lives more faith in honest doubt, 

Beheve me, than in half the creeds 

He fought his doubts and gathei’d strength. 

He would nob make his judgment blind. 

Ho faced the spectres of the muid 
And laid them , thus he came at length 
To find a sbrongei faith his own ” 

Two veiy important points in the above should be 
noticed The inquirer was " pure in deeds ” A man 
who mdnlges in vice of any kind cannot expect to 
ai rive at the truth Also, " he fought his doubts If 
n person is merely content to doubt without careful 
investigation, it is impossible for him to “ find a 
ationgei faith ” 
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The most effectual way of getting all our doubts 
removed is to cast ourselves at the feet of Jesus Let 
us tell Him all our wants, and they will be supplied 
out of His inexhaustible fulness And let the reader 
go to Him at once Ho preparation is necessary 
This very moment Jesus is ready to receive you aud 
to say, “ Son, thy sms be forgiven thee 


The Call op Jesus 

*' Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heary laden, and 
I mil give yon rest " 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“ Come unto Me and rest , 

Lay down, thou weary one, lay down 
Thy head upon Sify breast 
I came to Jcsns as I was — 

Weary, and worn, and sad , 

I found in Him a resting-place, 

And He has made me glad 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

" Behold, I freely give 
The living water — thirsty one, 

Stoop down, and drink, and live ” 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 
Of that life-giving stream , 

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

And now I live m Him 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

" I am this dark world’s Light , 

Look unto Me, thy mom shall nse, 

And all thy day he bright " 

I looked to Jesus and 1 found 
In Him, my Star, my Sun , 

And in that Light of life I’ll walk 
Till travelling days are done 

Bovab 


XII — Holiness 

Zfeed. — ^Mau requires more than mere pardon of sin. 
If a king were to lemit the sentences of the crimiualsi 
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in a jnil, all tlio tlneves, Tobliers, murdorors, and 
malefactois of every kind, would be let loose “Vyould 
the people, however, bo willing to allow them to enter 
their houses, and mix with them freely ? Suppose that 
the doors, not of our prisons, but of hell itself, weio 
thiown open — which shall never be — but suppose they 
were, would the gates of heaven open to receive its in> 
mates ? No Over them these words stand inscribed, 
''There enteretli nothing heie to hurt or to defile” 
Fiom their company every spirit of the just would 
shrink with holy hoiror If so, it is plain that it is 
not enough to be pardoned, to be justified. We require 
also to bo purified fiom sm * 


The Standard — ^The need of sanctification has been 
admitted by thoughtful men in all ages , but the stand- 
ard aimed at has often been imperfect, and the means 
employed insufficient Most people are satisfied if 
their conduct is fioe fiom crime, and they are honest 
and benevolent Otheis attach importance to religi- 
ous observances Bnt all this is not enong^h The out- 
side of the sepulchre may be whited, while it is still 
full within of all unclenuness 


Christianity places before men the loftiest standard 
bf holiness, " Be ye peifect even as your Father which 
IS m heaven is perfect” Union with Christ is the 
chapel by which it is to be attained The ao-ont is 
the Holy Spirit The Trinity gloriously unite in man^s 
redemption The special work of the Holy Spirit is 
to sanctify us, and fit us foi heaven It is true that 
various means ai e prescribed , but it is Ho who gives 
emcacy to them all ° 


-Thisis essential For- 

tiraeronrmo^di^o/*^ ' 

to a criminal wl to fasten a coipso 

^^_a_ ^inal, which he had to drag about with him 

* Abndgod from Qntbno 
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■wherever lie ivent 'VVo shoulcl legnid sm w’^itli eqnit] 
abhorrence, and seek delivernnco fi om it with equal 
earnest ne'ia Sorrow for sin and a tuiuing away fiom 
it, IS called repentance Mere legiet is insuificiont 
The drunkard, in liis sober inomcuts, mourns o\ei tho 
evils he IS bunging upon himself and his family , but 
this IS not true lepontance, unless he abandons tho 
VICO Jesns Chust is exalted ns a Saviour to giro 
repentance Let it bo eninestly sought 



86 FOa SEEKEHS AFIiB THUTD 


There nre htllo books containing n text of Scnptnro 
and a verso of a hymn for every day m the year Such 
may be used witli advantage, but they should not be 
allowed to supersede the study of the Bible itself 

Prayer — This has been repeatedly uiged It is in- 
dispensable to grow th lu holiness There should bo 
at least morning and evening prayer, but often 
throughout the day the heart may bo lifted up to God 
Any temptation specially calls for Divmo help. 

Of all petitions, the most earnest should bo for tho 
gift of tho Holy Spirit Every other blessing follows 
in its tram The following words may express tho 
feeling which should bo cherished 

More ot Tliy prewiicc, Loid, impart, 

Sloro of Tluno imago lot mo bear, 

Erect Thj tbrono witliin my heart, 

And roigii without a rival there 

T/ie duo ohset vance of Sunday, or the Lord’s Day 
As a period of rest, it is a groat blessing to man It 
gives the busy labourer a day at home with his own 
family Tho change of thought is le freshing to tho 
mind Tho influenco of tho Christian Sabbath is very 
considerable m pi emoting tho happiness and civiliza» 
tion of a community But it is of chief advantage ns 
an opportunity of moral and religions cultuie It calls 
the thoughts away from merely secular employments, 
and invites us to tho contemplation of those higher 
truths which concern our eternal well-being 

On tho Lord’s Day, ordinmy duties should ho laid 
aside, and we should devote more time than on other 
days to the reading of tho Scnptuies and religious 
books Meditation IS auother duty There sbonld be 
a careful review of our moral and religious conduct 
during tbo past week, and any circnme.tanccs calling 
for special watchfulness dm mg the coming week 

* Jesns Chnst rose from tho dend on tho first dnj of tho week, 
winch js houco called tho Lord'i Dav Tho old nntno Sunday is often 
used Tho Joinsh Sabhath, or day of rest, wb on tho Boventfa dnj 
Tho name Sabbath is Eoinotimcs nsod for tho Lord’s day The 
Christian Sabbath is moro correct 
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sliould be con'^idered. Earnest prayer for pardon and 
strength to resist temptation, should accompany the 
exercise 

The public rrorship of God is one of the chief duties 
of the Lord’s Day It has a most beneficial influence 
in several respects 

The rmthfig of huttahle Christian Imhs, — While the 
Bible should bo the chief study, some other books 
may bo read with advantage. A good JJymn Booh 
should perhaps rank iievt to the Bible Numerous 
books have been provided for English Christians Dod- 
diidge’s Itisc and Progress of Belujwn iw tho Sonl is 
valued by earnest inquirers Pike’s Guide for Yovmf 
Diiciplcs IS a useful work, more recent. The Pilgrim’s 
Progress is a favourite all the woild over The prices 
of some books n til bo found on tho last page of the 
wrapper, 

Intercounc with Christian friends — ^Provided the 
friends arc of tho right stamp, few means are more pro- 
fitable ** Iron sharponeth iron , so a man sliarpeneth 
the countenance of his friend ” Prnyoi, the study of 
tho Scriptures, and conversation on tho Christian life, 
should occupy such little gatherings 

Care of the Heart — The nature of a stream is deter- 
mined by its source Tho character of our actions de- 
pends upon our heart Solomon says, “Keep thy heart 
with all diligence , for out of it are the issues of life ” 

Tennyson embodies much in a single line • 

“ Self rovoronce, BolMoiowlcdgo, self control.” 

Tho Bible contains tho highest motive to “ self-rei- 
ercnce ” Tho Apostle Paul, when urging Christians 
to purity, says, “ Know ye not that yonr body is the 
temple of the Holy Ghost?” Our desire should be that 
tho Holy Spirit may dwell constantly within us, inspn - 
ing every thought, word, and action. 

“ Sclf-hnowkdgc” is of great importance. People 
deceive themselves far oftener than they deceive others 

Our friends have frequently a more correct estimate 
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of onr character than wc hn^e oni«?elve<? So highly 
was the pieccpt, “Know th^stlf/’ cs'ceincd among 
the .iiiciLMits, that It \\ IS said to have tome down fiom 
heaven 

Most men Ino at ratidom Tlieir neljons nip gnid- 
ed by the impulse of the moment Before doing any 
thing, the question should always bo asked, Is this 
right ? The man who does not use his UM*>on is scoi ned 
as a fool It IS still more ine\cns iblo to act iiithont 
consulting conscience beforehand Noi is this enough 
Tlioio must ho careful consideiation aftornnids The 
lulo of the old P3 tliagoi eans is thus giiou — 

“ Lot not soft sleep usurp oblivious sway 
Till tlincc jou'ie told tlio deeds tlmt mark’d the day. 
Whither thy stops ? ivhnt gootl foi thee most fitted 
Was aptly done r and what good deed oinitU d “ 
j\nd iihon jou’ro summed tlio tale, wipe out the Ind 
With gracious grief, and m the good bo glad 

“ No man,” says BInckio, “will over aitnin to high 
evcelleneo lu what an excellent old divine calls ' The 
hfeof Go-I 111 tho soul of man,’ without cultivaling 
stited pi iiuds of solitude, and using that solitude for 
the impoitant purpose of self-knowledge and solf- 
ameliorution ' Commune with your own heaifc on your 
bed and bo still,’ said the Psalmist” 

But tins is not enough The praj or of the Psalmist 
should also be ouis , “ Search me, 0 God, and kuow 
inj’ heait, tiy me, and know my thoughts, and see if 
thoi e bo any wicked way in me, and lead mo in the 
way etorlasting ” 

“ Self-conhoV' is anothei ossontial AVinslow' says, 
“A habit of strict and uniform self-coiitiol, in nllpurti- 
culais, onily formed and mnintaincd through life, is 
among the gieatest of earthly blessings It is at the 
basis of nil othei virtues, and the most imporiaut ele- 
ment of success in every calling Health, cheerfulness, 
vigoui of miud, purity of desire, efliuency, long and 
useful life, me its natural attendants ‘ He that stnv- 
etb for the masteiy is temperate m all things’” 
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Jesus Chnst says, If any man •vrill come after me, let 
him deny himself ” Ifo cross, no crown ” 

“ TTafcft and pray that ye enter not into tempfationy^’ 
IS an injunction never to he forgotten In many cases 
where we have fallen into sm, expeiience tells us that 
we might have avoided the fall by avoiding the temp- 
tation This caution is especiallv necessary in the 
case of the young Ungouly companions and bad 
books are to be carefullv shunned Some temptations 
we must meet, and*' blessed is the man that endureth 
temptation The rule applies to going into needless 
temptation When called by duty to tiial, there 
should be special watchfulness and prayer 
Sacksliding —The reader is warned that it is a slow 
and painful process to overcome sin The Bible com- 
pares it to dying on a cross The yonng convei t often 
supposes that it will be otherwise He thinks that he 
has seen so clearly the excellence of divine things and 
the vanity of earthly pleasures, that he will be able to 
resist every temptation Alas ’ he is soon undeceived 
The goodness of many is bke the " morning cloud and 
early dew which soon passeth away It may be that 
besetting sins, which he thought he had overcome, 
suddenly assail him, and he snccumbs to the entice- 
ment " Only this once” is a fatal excuse The first 
offence makes the second all the easier Sometimes 
the gathenng power of evil, the frequent fall, the 
bitter but unvailmg remorse, lead to despair 

Should the reader backshde, let him return at once 
to his Heavenly Father as a repentant child, pleading 
the promise, " K we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sms, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness He may learn from his sad 
experience his own weakness, and the importance of 
avoiding temptation Bnt the words of Ohnsb are the 
great lesson taught, — " Without me ye can do nothing 
Abide m Him continually Think as He thinks, feel 
as Be feels , choose as He chooses Let His wisdom 
be yonr wisdom , His righteousness your righteousness, 
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His strength your strength. Thus shall you overcome 
every sin, and he “ filled -with the fulness of God ” 


Prayer fop Holiness. 

0 ' for a heart to praiso my God, 

A heart from ein Fct freo, 

A heart that always feels Thy blood 
.So freely spilt for mo , 

A heart rcsicncd, snbmisiivo, mech, 
My groat Jlcdeomcr’s throne, 
"Whoio onlj Ohnst is heard to speak, 
■\\1ioro Jesus reigns alono, 

A humble, lowly, contrite heart, 
Behoving, tnic, and clean, 

■\7hich neither life nor death can part 
Prom Him that dwells withm , 

A heart in oveiy thought renewed. 
And fnll of love dirinc, 

Perfect and nght and pure and good, 
A copy. Lord, of Thino I 

Thy nature, grncions Lord, impart , 
Como quickly from above , 

Write Thy now name upon my heart, 
Thy now, best name of love 

C WtSLEV 


Xni.— P rofession op CnniSTiAMTr. 

Some of the pnncipal doctrines and duties of the 
Gospel have been briefly explained Earnest and 
prayerful investigation will commend them to the 
conscience of the reader. His duty with regard to a 
piofession of Christianity will now bo considered 
Hinduism is probably the readers’a ancestral creed 
All intelligent lovers of their country must see the 
terrible evils it has inflicted upon ludia. Its pan- 
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theism on the one hand, and its polytheism on the 
other, have debanched the moral sense of the people 
Its system of caste has tended to cinsh the intellect, 
to destroy the feehng of brotherhood, and to concen- 
trate religion in mere outward ceremonies 
The righteous Judge of all the eaith will try per- 
sons who Ignorantly woiship the gods of their fathers 
by a difierent standard fiom those who are sufficiently 
enlightened to see the folly and sm of idolatry Know- 
ledge brings with it responsibility The man who 
bebeves m only one Almighty Creator of the universe 
and yet professes to be a worshipper of Vishnu or 
Siva, IS knowingly and wilfully guilty of high treason 
against God, and of perpetuating the reign of super- 
stition among his countrymen 
Excuses —There are several excuses by which edu- 
cated Hindus seek to palter with their consciences, 
one or two of which may be noticed 
The deavro to please parents and relatives is, perhaps, 
the most common reason assigned for conforming to 
idolatry Within proper limits, the feeling is praise- 
worthy , but to break God's first and gieat command 
at the wish of any human being is a plea which cannot 
be sustained for a moment Suppose a parallel case 
Paients urge a son to take pait in a robbery, they 
will be vexed if he does not consent Would a judge 
accept such an excuse ? Would it be true kindness to 
his parents to join them in such an act ? Is he not 
rather bound, not only to abstain entirely from any 
participation in the crime, but to do his utmost to 
dissuade his parents from engaging in it f It would be 
great cruelty to behave othei wise Idolatry is i obbmg 
wd of the honour justly due to Him, and giving it to 
a dumb block So far from encouraging parents in 
such a course, love to them demands raat every effort 
should be made to lead them to worship the one true 
God The excuse is equally frivolous, that they will 
not consent Take the supposed case of robbery If 
the son were to say, my parents aie bent upon this; 
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it js useless trying to change their minds , I must sim- 
ply ]oin them would this be held as a justification ? 

If our friends and relations wish to do anything 
wrong, our duty is to wain them against it, but if 
they will not hear, the responsibility rests with them 
Should, howevei, we take pait, we share in their guilt, 
and with conduct far more blameworthy because of 
our greater knotvledge. 

To please a relative will not be received as an ex- 
cuse in a court of justice foi breaking the law of the 
land , still less will it be accepted by the great Judge 
of the universe Obey God latbei than man 

Some allege that they woishtp the one tiue God 
under the name of Vishnu, Siva, oi Kali 

In speaking, we are bound to use words in their 
ordinary sense Suppose a man were to say to himself 
by white 1 mean hlacl, would he be justified in saying 
of an ordmaiy crow, I saw a white ciow ? In spite of 
such a pretext, it would be deceit It is well known 
what ;&ndus understand by Vishnu, Siva, and Kali , 
and to mean something entu ely diffeient when employ- 
ing the teims, is fraud The God of truth is not to 
be worshipped by hypocrisy A man is not to deny 
God by appearing a Hindu, when he believes Hinduism 
to be false 

A third reason assigned by some is, that they will do 
more good to their countrymen hy not mahing a piofos- 
sion of Christianity This is as fallacious as the 
foregoing 

Philosophers among the ancient Greeks and Homans 
condemned polytheism, but they outwardly conformed 
to the national creed The people i emained as zealous 
idolaters as evei The early Chiisfcians separated 
themselves entiiely , and soon the idol temples were 
deserted Eeformation is impossible if all adhere to 
old customs 

The piinciple itself is wiong The great question 
IS not, how can I do most good i but, what is the right 
course ? Suppose a revenue colleotoi were to defiand 
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Government under the excu*»o that he could thus give 
more aim*? to tho pooi, support ‘schools, and do other 
nets of ch.u ity tho flimsmess of the pretence wonld be 
npparent to all We are not to do evil that good may 
come To benefit our conntr} men is not a sufficient 
reason foi violating God's express command But, as 
already shoun, confoimers to idolatry, so far from 
manifesting tine kindness to then relatives, are, lu 
reftlitv, their greatest enemies 

The nclnal cause of dislike to make a profession of 
Chi isti.vnity by some u ho aie convinced of its truth, is 
the sacrifice vrhich it will involve The greatness of this 
18 not overlooked It is felt acutely by all who have 
to nmko known tho Gospel message None realized 
It more than Jesus Christ Foreseeing what His 
followers would have to endure. He said “ Think not 
that I am come to send peace on earth , I came not to 
send peace, but a sword ” man’s foes shall be 
those of his own household Ho that loveth father 
or mother more than me, is not worthy of me ” “ Whoso 
confesseth me before men, him will I confess also 
before my Father which is in heaven , and whosoever 
deiiieth mo before men, him will I also deny before 
m}' Father which is in heaven ” 

Itewards of Ohcdiescc — But if the sufferings are 
great, so are tho rewards Conscience, instead of 
accusing, will comfort and animate. The sincere 
convert takes rank among tho greatest benefactors 
of his countr3’- 

When India was comparatively civilized, the people 
of England were painted savages Why has India 
remained nearly skitionary or oven retrograded for 
two thousand years, while England now occupies one 
of tho foi emost places among the nations of the earth ? 

Hinduism has been the blight of India Till its 
witlicnng influence is removed, her people can never 
attain tho position and happiness to which the many 
advantages they possess would otherwise raise them 

On the other hand, tho people of England threw 
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away their idols and embraced Christianity, a religion 
which, to use the words of Gladstone, “ for the last 
fifteen hundred years has always marched in the van 
of all hnman impiovement and civilization, and has 
harnessed to its car all that is gieat and glonons in 
the human race/* A similar change is what is needed 
to laise India 

The reader, doubtless, appreciates the advantages of 
female education It is well known that some of its 
strongest opponents are among the women themselves 
In like manner, Hindus view with dislike the progress 
of Christianity, although it is fi aught with the richest 
blessings to themselves and their children 

“ He who speaks or writes a syllable against Chnsti- 
anity,^^ says Macaulay, "is guilty of high treason 
against the civilization of mankind 

It has happened that the baptism of one member of 
a family has led others to accept the truth Even 
should the convert lose an earthly father, he has gained 
a Heavenly Father He is now an adopted son of the 
King of heaven, who watches over him, and orders all 
things for his good. This life is a course of prepara- 
tion, and trials may be necessary here , but they will 
soon cease. Admitted into his father’s presence, his 
soul and body glorified and shining forth with the 
biightness of the firmament, surrounded by a happy 
holy brotherhood gathered out of eveiy nation under 
heaven, with heait overflowing with giatitude, he will 
join in the everlasting song, "Blessing, and honour, 
and glory, and powei, be unto Him that sitteth upon 
the throne, and unto the Iiamb for ever and ever I” 

The Appendix contains an example of self-dedication 
to the service of God This may be adopted with 
great advantage Along with it, however, thei e shonld 
be the public profession of Christianity by baptism 
The rite is very significant Of the baptised person 
Guthrie says, " Not only in the general does he profess 
mmself to be Christ’s, but more especially he testifies 
that he beheves his nature to be polluted, and that that 
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nature requires to bo cbauged Has be been baptised 
into tbe name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ? 
Not only does ho signify his belief in the Trinity, but 
he professes to take each of the three persons m the 
capacity or office specially assigned to him the Father 
as his God and Poitiou, his Judge and Ruler , the Son 
as his Redeemer, his Guide, his Teacher the Holy 
Spirit as his Quickener, his Comfortei, his Sanctifiei ” 
Danger of Belay — The following caution, given by 
Dr hi Mitchell, is most necessary “ Pei haps you say 
you will one day obey the command, — you will come 
out, only not now Ton will wait some months, or at 
most, some years, and then — Miserable delusion • most 
fatal snare of the temptei 1 Delay is the nun of countless 
millions Milhous ai e eternally undone, who once, like 
you, had the intention of some day turning to God 
Hai e you uei er hen d the tcmfic saying, ‘the road 
to hell IS paved with good intentions It is not more 
tenific than ti no To-day is 3 ours — } ou may never see 
tomon-on * Note is the accepted time, noxc is the day 
of sah ation ’ ” 

Confess 3 'oni faith m Ohnst , manfully fight under 
His banner against sin, the world, and the devil , and 
continue Chiist’s faithful soldiei and sen nut uuto 
your life’s end 

Ashamed to be a Christian, 

Afraid the world should know 
I’m on my wu} to Zion, 

■\Vhcre joys eternal flow * 

Forbid it, 0, my Saviour, 

That I should oi cr bo 
Af nid to wear Thy colour, 

Or blush to follow Thee 

Ashamed to be a Christian, 

To love m 3 God and King ’ 

The fire of zeal is hunnng, 

My soul IS on. the wing 
I want a faitli made perfect, 

Tliat all the world may see 
I stand a living witness, 

Of mercy, nch and free 
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Asbamed to be a Chnstmti ’ 

My guilty fears depart , 

I will not heed the tempter 
That whispers to my heart 
Dear Saviour, though unu orthy, 
Yet this my only plea, 

Thy all-atoning merit, 

For Thou hast died for me 


XIV — The Object op Life 

Most people spend life without any definite purpo‘*e 
They may bo compared to a ship which is allowed to 
be driven hither and thither on the ocean by the \ an- 
able winds and currents A man with some fixed object 
IS like a vessel bound to a certain port, which is stead- 
ily kept in view, whatever storms or calms may be 
encountered To work upon a plan makes a vast 
difference lu what we can accomplish 

It IS not suflScient, however, to have merely some 
aim in life Its nature is of vital importance There 
are many persons who have an object befoie them, to 
which every thing is made subservient, whose lives 
must yet be pronounced a failure 

The World cannot satisfy —JSiijotjmentis the great 
end of most men It assumes various forms One of 
the most common and harmless is to seek to live com- 
fortably Others look foi it in idleness, some in 
amusements , some in gratifying the appetites 

TFeaZt/nsregaided by many as “the one thing need- 
ful ” They rise early, sit up late, and eat the bread 
of carefulness, that they may increase their gams 
Beyond this, they have neithei thought nor desire 
Sonour is with a smaller number the chief object of 
ambition It is sought in different ways Pools seek 
it by squandering their money at marriages , some 
men strive to obtain it through office , a few by means 
of hteratuie or science. 
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Monrnful expenonco has shown that all these objects 
combined and attained cannot give true happiness 

Chosterfield says, “ I have run the silly rounds of 
business and pleasure, and have done with them all I 
have enjoyed all the pleasures of the world, and conse- 
quently Icnow then futility, and do not regret their 
loss, I appraise them at their real value, winch is, in 
truth, very low , whereas, those that have not experi- 
enced, always overrate them.” 

Lord Byron had wealth, rank, genius, and lepu- 
tation Ho is truthfully described as the man who 

“Drank every enp o! ]oy, heard every trnmp 
0£ fame , drank early, deeply drank, drank draughts 
That common millions might hare q oonched, then died 
Of thirst, because there was no more to drink ” 

Even could earthly things satisfy the soul, there is 
one thought which must always mar their joy 

“ . . tliat disheartening fear, 

Which nil nho loro beneath the sky 
Feel when they gnro on what is dear, 

The dreadful thought, that it must die 
That desolating thought, which comos 
Into men’s happiest hours and homes " 

God intended that it should he so Augustine says, 
“ 0 Lord, Thou madest us foi Thyself, and our heart is 
restless till it find rest m Thee.” Oowper expresses 
similar sentiments — 

*' But, 0 Thou bounteous Giror of all good. 

Thou art of all Thy gifts Thyself tho crown , 

Givo n hat Tliou cnnsl, without Thco wo aro poor. 
And with Thco rich, take what Thou wilt away ’’ 

Ponder deeply the impoitanco of life “Think of 
living T’ says Carlylo “ Thy life, were thou the piti- 
fullest of all the sons of the eaitb, is no idle dieam, 
hut a solemn reality It is thine own , it is all thou 
hast to confront eteinity with Worh, then, like a 
star, unhastening, yet unending ” 

It IS true that there aro several objects to be kept 
m view in life. We must piovide for our support , we 
9 
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should store our minds with useful knowledge , und 
there are mq.ny other things which may be lawfully 
pursued "Wlint we are now consideung is the clmf 
end of man, the one great design to which every thing 
else should bo made subordiunto 

Chief Aim in Life — ^Tliis may bo variously express- 
ed To do Qod’s will, is one form. The two groat 
commandments in which Jesus Christ summed up the 
whole law have already been mentioned. 

The Bible says of God, " Thou art good, and docst 
good ” Wo shall best fulfil the purpose of our being 
if we strive to be like God — to he good and to do good. 
To be good is the first step. Without this wo cannot 
expect to do any real, lasting good to others, and oven 
although we could, to bo n “ castaway” ourselves, 
would be a deplorable end To be as good as ive can 
IS the best means of being as useful as we can 

Confessing our sinfulness, we should accept God^a 
giacious ofiois of pardon through Jesus Chiist, and 
trust in Him alone for salvation. We should earnestly 
stiivo, tliiougb the help of the Holy Spirit, to con- 
quer every sin, and to bring every thought to the 
obedience of Christ nio Apostle Paul says, "I live, 
yet not I, but Christ livetb in me ” Wo should seek 
that Christ’s will may be ours 
To do good is the second step. Some of the means of 
usefulness will be noticed. 

One of the petitions of the Lord’s prayer is, " Thy 
kingdom come ” This world is a revolted province of 
God’s dominions Men have iisen in lobellion against 
their great Creator and said, ” Wo will not have Him 
to reign over us ” They have turned fiom God, the 
“perfection of beauty,” to hideous idols, they have 
worshipped brute beasts, and oven devils By far the 
greatest good wo can do to our fellowmon is to lead 
them to return to their rightful Lord It is of little 
avail whatever else is done, if this is not gained bo 
long as men are rebels against God, they can have no 
true joy, while every other blessing will follow recon- 
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dilation If God’s vnll were done on eartb as it is in 
heaven, earth would resemble heaven in happiness 

India IS one of the strongholds of idolatry She 
has thus been addressed “ Oh India' in thee aie found 
the types of all that is beautiful and magnificent In 
thy land are the Creator’s glones peculiaily manifest, 
and providential gifts bestowed m richest profusion , 
yet thou art without thy God Thou art rich m all 
grams, and dyes, and mineials, in spices and perfumes , 
but thou art not rich unto God Thou displayest on 
thy unbounded surface all physical beauty and grace , 
but thou art unto God a dreary wilderness Thy sun 
scatters its vivid beams and makes thy day one of 
surpassing glory , but thou art covered with the shroud 
of spiritual night. Thy people possess mtellect and 
imagination , but m the things of God thy wise men 
are fools, — thy learned are dotaids — thine aged men 
grope as the blind ” 

What more glorious entei’prise could there be than 
to seek to turn India from dumb idols to the living 
God ! It IS one which has special claims upon you 
The land to be benefited is that of your birth. Its 
people are bone of your bone, flesh of your flesh You 
have also peculiar advantages for the woi k Foreigners 
must often speak with a “ stammering tongue ,” they 
are unacquainted with the thoughts and feelings of 
those they address , the doctrines they teach are look- 
ed upon as alien You can use accents which fall with 
sweetness upon your fellow-countrymen, you know 
the misappiehensions which have to be guarded 
against, the best means of presenting truth , you can 
testify from your own experience The history of India 
shows what changes may be effected even through the 
labours of one man Gautama Buddha taught a system 
which eventually spread from Peshawar to Cape 
Comorm Largely through the efforts of Sankara- 
charya, Brahmamsm regained its ascendancy Men 
equally zealous, with God’s help, might speedily turn 
the lyhole of India, not from one superstition to 
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.inotljcr, but to tbo one true faitli, \\bich js gradually 
extending o^ oi the ivliolc e.ii tb. 

Various means may be adopted to diflusc religions 
finth. Tlio first and most important IS to be a ^Mning 
epistle of Christ, known and rend of all men ** Show 
nlmt true Chnslmnity is by jonr life This is a kind 
of teaching winch all can understand Conversation 
IS a valuable ngonc} Scbctiiig fa\onrable opportun- 
ities, bring the ckiitns of ChriMinnitj before relatives, 
friends, and others nhoni you meet You can nl«o 
trj to persuade them to attend lectures and public 
norsliip Parents ninj be indnced to send llioir cliil- 
droii to Clinstmn schools Tracts and books may bo 
circulated with great ndcnnt.ige After speaking to 
a person, give him something to road to deepen the 
impression Those wbo aro qualified may gue public 
.iddrossos on Christianity. In Calcnttn, there are 
several Bengalis, employed m public offices, ulio llms, 
in the evomngs, make knonn the Irnlli to tlicir coun- 
trymen. The noblest of all cmplo} nients is to devote, 
in a piopei spirit, one’s whole life to tins work 

In ndditiun to the aboco direct means, aid may 
bo afforded by money for tho support of preachers, 
sebools, and tho printing of Scnpttircs, ire Some 
pel sons gno a fixed proportion of their income, eg, 
ono-tentb, to such objects This example deserves to 
be imitated 

AVhilo tho difTnsion of Christianity js at oneo the 
Inglicst bonofit vvhicb can beconfened upon the people 
of India .lud the surest road to every othci blessing, 
all measures cnkulated to promote health and happi- 
ness should bo aided Clii iHtiniis should ho foremost 
in every schenio of bonevolouco, such as female educa- 
tion, widow marriage, &c 

Some may exenso themseh'cs on tho ground that 
they have neithoi time nor ability to do good This 
IS a great mistake, Tho real cau®o is a ant of inclination, 
"he lov'e of case or money lies at tho root of tho 
objection 
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To soelc tlio liappiness ofotlicrs, is the best moatis o£ 
promoting your own. Kingsley says If you wish to 
oe miserable, yon most think about yourself, about 
what you want, what yew like, what respect people pay 
to you, what people think of yon , aud then to yon 
nothing will be pme You will spoil every thing you 
touch , yon will be as wretched as you choose ” 

The humblest means of doing good should not be 
despised A benevolent man said, " I see in this world 
two heaps — ^humau happiness and misery. If I can 
take but the smallest bit from one heap and add to the 
other, I carry a point. If I can wipe away the tears of a 
child, I feel I have done something I should bo glad 
indeed to do greater things, but I will not neglect this ” 
It IS surprising, however, how much one mind, 
rightly directed and intent upon its purpose, can 
accomplish with the Dmno blessing 
Let the grand object of your lifo bo to do God’s mil, 
and lb cannot be a failure in whatever circumstances 
you may bo placed You may strive to be rich aud 
yet die a poor man , you ma)’ set your heart on some 
honour which always eludes your grasp. Even should 
yon attain riches and lank, the loss of health or some 
other affliction may damp your joys , while, oven at 
the best, the want of permanence must cast a shadow 
over all Kot so if you live for God Yon may do 
His will lu tbo Ion est sphere as well ns in the highest , 
when prostrated by sickness, as much as when most 
actively engaged. Milton says, 

“ They also scrro who only stand and wait ” 

Importance of the Present Time — ^Never did youn"* 
men m this country enter upon the stage of life under 
circumstances more interesting and important than at 
present The wall of enste, by which India was inclos- 
ed, is crumbling down , her representatives aie now 
heard in Europe and America , education is spreading , 
many «ruu to and fro,” aud knowledge is being in- 
creased 
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It cannot be deniod tliat tbo tirao js also one of 
special peril. Pormor beliefs are losing tlieir bold , 
former restraints nro being removed , respect for 
authority is being replaced lu somo by an arrogance 
Inch neither fears 6od nor regards man. There is 
great danger lest old virtnoa should disappear, and 
new VICOS prove a fresh curse to the country 
The weal or woo of India depends largely upon her 
educated sons The inflnonco once possessed by the 
Brahmans is rapidly passing over into their hands , they 
ire becoming more and more the loaders of the people 
Lot them seek to combine the oTColloncies of East and 
West, avoiding whatever is reprehensible in either. 
Let their chief object in life bo the glory of Godandtho 
good of their coniitry Thus will they secure to them- 
selves the gi oatest amount of happiness hero nndhere- 
aftoi, while they will prove a blessing to generations 
yet unborn 


Sew-Dedicatiok. 

Jesus, Master, nhoso I am, 
Purolinscd Thino alone to be, 

By Tin blood, O spotless Lamb, 
Shea so willingly for me. 

Let, my heart bo all Thmo oim, 

Lot mo livo to Tbeo alouc. 

Other lords have long hold sway ; 

Now, Thy name alone to boar, 
Tliy dear voice alone oboj , 

Is my daily, hourly pmj cr , 
Wliom have I in heaven but Tlioo r 
Nothing else mj joy can bo 

Jasns, Master ' I am Thine , 

Keep mo fnitbfni, keep mo near , 
Lot Thy presence in mo shine, 

All my homeward way to cheer 
Jesns ' at Thy feet I fall, 

Oh ' bo Thou mine All in all 
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Jcsns, Master, *(7110111 1 serro, 

Though so feebly and so ill, 
Stiengtuen hand, and heart, and nerve. 
All Thy bidding to fulfil , 

Open Thou imne eyes to see 
AU the work Thou hast for me 

Jesus, Master 1 wilt Thou use 
One who owes Thee more than all p 
As Thou wilt 1 1 would not ohoose 
Only lot me hear Thy call 
Jesus ' let me always be 
In Thy service glad and free 

Bavebgal 






Praters for " Seekers after Truth ” 


Pbefaioby Note 

Pbateb is the desire of the heart Each person’s circum- 
stances vary Private prayer is best expressed m our own 
words, and m the language with which we are most familiar 
Still, examples of prayer may be useful m suggesting thoughts 
Additional examples will be found in Prayers for 
and others A copy will be forwarded post free from the Tract 
Depdt, Madras, for one anna 

1 Prater foe Earnestness in Religion 

0 Lord, my heavenly Father, with deep humility 
and self-abasement, I cast myself at Thy feet, beseech- 
ing Thy gracious favour 

From my birth to the present moment I have been 
continually dependent upon Thee for the support of 
the life which Thou didst at first bestow Day by 
day hast Thou been loading me with Thy benefits I 
lament my unthankfulness to Thee for all Thy mer- 
cies I have received Thy gifts, but have forgotten 
Thee the Giver I have loved the world and the things 
of the world, but I have not loved Thee Thou hast 
not been in all my thoughts The strength which I 
have received from Thee has been spent, not in Thy 
service, but m following my own sinful desires 

Is it not Thou who hast awakened me to a sense of 
the sin and folly of my conduct ^ Deepen, I beseech 
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tliee, this feeling Enable me to ponder the solemn 
question, what is a man piofited if he shall gain the 
whole woild and lose his own soul ? Let me find no 
rest till I find rest in Thee 

May it henceforth be my chief desire to know Thy 
will, and to please Thee in all things Enable me to 
use diligently eveiy means of ai riving at religious 
truth, with eainest prayei for Thy blessing Fox bid 
that I should put off the inquiry to a more convenient 
season that will never come. Give me giace to act 
up to my convictions of what is nght Enable me to 
seek Thee with my whole heart, to seek Thee so as 
to find Thee 

2 Peayer for Spiritual Light 

From Augnsfcino, ono of the most distmguishod early 
Christians, bom m Africa, 354 a d 

0 Lord, who art the Light, the Way, the Truth, the 
Life , in whom there is no darkness, eiror, vanity, nor 
death , the light, without which there is darkness, the 
way, without which there is wandering, the truth, 
without which there is error , the life, without which 
there is death , say, Lord, * Let there be light,’ and 
I shall see light and eschew darkness , I shall see the 
way, and avoid wandering , I shall see the truth, and 
shun error , I shall see life and escape death Illumi- 
nate, 0 illuminate my blind soul, which sitteth in dark- 
ness and the shadow of death , and direct my feet in 
the way of peace. 

3 Confession of Sin and Prater.'*' 

0 God of the spirits of all flesh, I lift up mine eyes 
unto Thee 

1 have sinned , what shall I do unto Thee, 0 Thou 
Preserver of men ? If I justify myself, mine own mouth 


• In Scnptnro Ijongnago 
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shall coudeuin me Behold I am vile, what shall I 
answer Thee ? I will lay my hand upon my mouth. 

Have meioy upon me, 0 G-od, according to Thy 
loving-kindness, accoiding unto the multitude of Thy 
tender mercies blot out my transgiessions Wash me 
thoroughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my 
sin For 1 acknowledge my ti ansgressions, and my sin 
IS ever before me Create in me a clean heart, 0 God, 
and renew a right spirit within me Cast me not away 
from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 
from me 

Cause me to know the way wherein I should walk 
Teach me to do Thy will, for Thou art my God Hold 
up my goings in Thy paths, that my footsteps slip not 

Thou, 0 Lord God, art a God full of compassion, 
gracious, long-snffering, and plenteous in meicy and 
truth Hear me, 0 Loid, when I cry with my voice , 
have mercy also upon me and answer me Thou art 
the Saviour of them that put their trust in Thee. 

4 Acceptance of Cheistlanitt 

Heavenly Father, Source of all truth, Hearer and 
Answerer of piayer, I thank Thee for graciously 
listening to my ciy for light and guidance 

I desire, 0 Lord, to embrace the ofEers of mercy made 
in Thy word I come before Thee confessing my vile 
ingpratitude for all Thy goodness , the innumerable sins 
I have committed in thought, word, and deed Fiom 
the crown of the head to the sole of the foot, I am 
covered with the leprosy of sin , my best actions are 
like filthy rags 

Benouncmg all other grounds of hope, I accept the 
full and free salvation ofEered through Jesus Christ I 
trust in Him as my Saviour , I look to Him for pardon 
Blot out my sms for His sake I look to Him for 
righteousness Clothe me with His spotless robe, and 
I shall be nnblameable in Thy sight 
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I thank Thee for the offered aid of Thy Holy Spirit 
For the sake of Jesus Ohnst, fulfil Thme own promise. 
May He come and dwell within my keart, upiooting 
eveiy thing displeasing in Thy sight, and causing all 
holy affections to spring up 

Enable me to show my gratitude by giving myself 
to Thy service I desiie to devote my whole future 
hfe to the promotion of Thy glory and the good of my 
country. G-ive me grace to watch over myself, to set 
a holy example, to be a living epistle of Ohnst, known 
and read of all men May it be my meat and drink to 
do Thy wiU , may I seek to glorify Thee on earth, and 
to finish the work which Thou hast given me to do. 
Grac'ionsly accept this humble offering, and grant mo 
all needed strength for the sake of my Bedeemer 

5, Peaybb foe Steadfastness. 

Heavenly Fathei, I bless Thee for enabling me 
publicly to renounce idolatry, and prpfess myself Thy 
follower. But, 0 Lord, I need Thy gracious aid 
Even when Jesus Christ was on earth, many went back 
and walked no longer with Him. Enable me to con- 
tinue Thy faithful servant to my life’s end 
I shall be exposed to many temptations Eidicule 
may await me f i om companions who scoff at all religion , 
the fi lends who once welcomed me may close their 
doors against me, my deaiest relatives, whose affec- 
tion would have suivived every othei shock, may turn 
against me 

But, oh Lord, my greatest trials will come from my 
own heart faith may grow dim, love may wax cold. 
Sinful desires which I hoped were rooted out may 
spring up again , the cares of the world, the deceit- 
fulness of nohes, and the lust of other things, may 
cause me to fall away from Thee 
Deeply couscious of my own weakness, I would cry 
to Thee foi help Let Thy giace be sufficient for me. 
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and Thy strength be made perfect in my -wreakness. 
Preserve me from the fear of man -which bnngeth a 
snare 0 Saviour, be Thou ever near me Each day 
may I carry to Thee my distresses and my temptations , 
may I set Thee ever befoie me , may I hear Thee say- 
ing to me, Son, thou art ever with me , I will never 
leave thee , continue thou in my love , be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life Amen, 

6 Dedication to God.* 

O Lord, my heavenly Father, I desire now humbly 
to approach Thee, mvited by the name of Thy Son, 
and trusting in His righteousness and grace From 
my birth I have gone astray from Thee , but m infinite 
mercy, Thou hast called me, and now I return to Thee, 
and acknowledge Thy dominion over me 0 Lord, do 
Thou receive me , I desire to be Thine for ever 

Blessed God 1 from this day do I acknowledge Thee 
only as my Lord, and give up myself to Thy service. 
All the members of my body, all the ppwers of my 
mind, every thing I possess, would I present to Thee 
this day , accept them I beseech Thee I earnestly pray 
that Thou wouldst give me strength and courage to do 
Thy will, to live for Thy glory, and to persevere to 
the very end of my life 

Not only do I set apart all that I am and have to Thy 
eervice, but I also submit myself to Thy will I would 
leave, 0 Lord, to Thy management and direction 
all I possess Looking on Thee as the righteous 
Governor of the universe, may I always be enabled to 
say Thy will be done ” 

Use me, 0 Lord, I beseech Thee, as an instrument 
of Thy service Number me among Thine own people. 
Let my sms be blotted out for the sake of Thy Son 
Let me be clothed with His iighteousness , let me be 
sanctified by His Spirit , change me more and more 

* Parblj adapted and abndged from Doddndge 
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into His image / Jjet my life be spent in the bgbt 
of Thy gracious Ifcntenance 

And when the solemn hour of deatb comes, do Thou 
then look down with pity, 0 my heavenly Father, 
on Thy dying child, and receive my departing spiiit 
into Thy heavenly piesence, for Jesus Christ’s sake. 
Amen^ 

7. The Peatbe which Ohbist TAuanr His Disoipies 

Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy 
Name Thy kingdom come Thy will be done in 
eai th as it is in heaven Give us this day our daily 
bread And foigive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
them that trespass against os. And lead us not into 
temptation , but deliver us from evil For Thine is 
the kingdom, the power, and the gloiy, for ever and 
ever Amen> 


